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"a ACCOUNT of the very remarkable In- =_ 
habitants of that Place, their Beauty and fin n 
gular Chaſtity (Fornication and Adultery being 
unknown among them); their Genius for 
Poetry, Mufic, Dancing ; their ſurpriſing Dex- = 
terity in climbing the Rocks, and Walls 1” 4 
Houſes; Diverſions, Habit, Food, Language, _ 
Diſeaſes and Methods of Cure; their 2s. 1+ 0 | 3 
Charity; their Contempt of Gold and Silver, 
as below the Dignity of Human Nature ; their 
Religious Ceremonies, Notion of Spirits and 
e. | * | _ 
/ To which is added, Bee? __ © + 2 Ts 
An Account of Roderick, the late Impoſtor there, _— 
pretending to be ſent by St. John Baptift with new Reve- 
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lations and Diſcoveries ; his Diabolical Inventions, At- | = 4 
tempts upon the Wenn, Sc. wa 
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X NEEN are generally fond enough of Novelty, 
not to - ſuffer 2 thing refreſented 4 
that plaufible Invitation to paſs unnoticed, A De- 
ſcription of ſome remote Corner in the Indies ſhall 
be ſure to afford us high Ammuſement, whilſt a 
thouſand things much nearer to us might engage our 
Thoughts to better purpoſe, and the Knowledge of 
them ſerve to promote our true Intereſt, and the 
Hiftory of Nature. It is à piece of Weakneſs and 
Folly to value Things merely on account of their Diſ- 
tance: Thus Men have travelled far in ſearch of 
foreign Plants and Animals, and continued Strangers 
to the Productions of their own Climate. The fol- 
lowing Relation, therefore, I hope will not prove un- 
profitable or diſpleafing, unleſs. the Advantages of 
Truth and ho rr Simplicity ſhould n it 
in the Opinion of ſuch as are more trifling and curi- 
ous than ſolid and judicious. 


The Author, born in one of the moſt ſpacious and 
fertile Iſles in the Weſt of Scotland, by a laudible 
Curioſity was prompted to undertake the Voyage, 
and that in an open Boat, to the almoſt manifeſt 
hazard of his Life; as the Seas and Tides in thoſe 
Rocky lands are more inconſtant and raging than 
in moſt other places. And he has been careful to 
relate nothing in the following Account, but what 
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PREFACK 
be aſſerts for truth, either upon bis own particular 
Knowledge, or from the conflant and harmonious 


"Teftimony given him by the Inhabitants, People fo 


plain, and ſo little inelined to 1mpoſe upon Man- 
kind, that perhaps no place in the World, at this 
Day, knows Inflantes lite theſe of true primitive 


Honour and Simplicity; a People abhorring lying 


Tricks and Artifices, as they do the maſt porſonous 


The Author confeſſes ze might have put theſe 
Papers into the Hands: of fame capable of giving 
them,what they really want, a politer Turn of Phraſe, 


but he hopes for the Indulgence of at leaft the intel. 


ligent Reader, who will alays ſet a bigher Value 
ußon unadorned Truth in ſuch Accounts than the 
ut moſt Borrowings of Art, or the Advantages of 
refined Languages. De 
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| * WH E various: Relat, concerning. St. 


11 Iles, and 


| End J applied my. {elf to the preſent 
Stewart, WhO by a eee, and the Pro- 


ducts of the Iſland, which were brought to me, 
together with a Natural Impulſe of Curioſity, 


formed ſuch an Idea of it in my Mind, that I de- | 


termined to ſatisfy my ſelf wich going thither 3 
it having been never 9 deſcribed to any 


purpoſe; the Accounts given by Buchanan 6% 
Sir Robert Murray, being but Naas from FR 


cond and Third Hands, neither of them ever 


having the Opportunity of being g upon the Place. 


1 attempted ſeveral times to viſit it, but in vain; 
until laſt 9 the Laird. of Moch-Leod 


was ot = = 


i 


Kilda, given. by thoſe of the Weſtern 


Contivent, induced, me to 
Da narrow Enqu uiry about it: For this 


* 


- * * 
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fully embraced the Occaſion; and accordingly we 


two Leagues further, upon the Coaſt of the Iſle 


61 


of Harries, he went to St. Kilda, and I chear- 


embarked at the Iſle Eſay in Harries, May the 
29th, 1697, the Wind at S. E. Gt 

We ſet fail with a gentle Breeze, bearing to 
the Weſtward, and were not well got out of the 
Harbour when Mr. Campbell obſerving the White- 
neſs of the Waves attended with an extraordinary 
Noiſe, beating upon the Rocks, expreſſed his Diſ- 
like of it, being in thoſe Parts a Prognoſtic of 
an enſuing Storm; but the ſame appearing ſome- 
times in Summer, before exceſſive Heat, it was 
ſlighted by the Crew. But as we advanced about 


Pabbay, the former Signs appearing more conſpi- 
cuouſly, we unanimouſly concluded a Storm ap- 
proaching, which. occaſioned a Motion for our 
Return; but the Wind and Ebb-Tide concut- 
ring, determined us to purſue our Voyage, in 
hopes of arriving at our defired Harbour, before 
the Wind or Storm ſhould riſe, which we judged 
would not be ſuddenly: But our fond Imagination 
was not ſeconded with a good Event, as will ap- 
pear; for we had ſcarce failed a League further, 
when the Wind inclined more Southerly, and 
altered our Meaſures; we endeavoured by the help 
of our. Oars to reach the Hau- cer Rocks, ſome 
Four Leagues to the South-Coaſt, which we were 
not able to effect, tho' we conſumed the Night in 
this vain Expectation. By this time we ſo far ad- 
vanced in the Ocean, that after a ſecond Motion 
for our Return, it was found impracticable, eſpe- 
cially ſince we could not promiſe to fetch any 
Point of Scotland; this obliged us to make the beſt 

of our way for St. Kilda, though labouring under 
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on SS. EY, 
tne Diſadvantages of Wind and Tide, Our Crew 
extremely fatigued and diſcouraged without fight 
of Land for Sixteen Hours; at length one of them 
diſcovered ſeveral Tribes of the Fowls of St. Kzlda 
flying, holding their Courſe Southerly of us, 
which (to ſome of our Crew) was a Demonſtra- 
tion we had loſt our Courſe, _ by the Violence of 
of the Flood and Wind both concurring to carry 
us Northerly, though we ſteered by our Compaſs 
right Weſt. | 8 

The Inhabitants of St. K:/da take their Mea- 
ſures from the Flight of thoſe Fowls, when the 
Heavens are not clear, as from a ſure Compals, 
Experience ſhewing that every Tribe of Fowls 
bends their Courſe to their reſpective Quarters, 
though out of fight of the Iſle; this appeared clear- 
ly in our gradual Advances; and their Motion 
being compared did exactly quadrate with our 
Compaſs. The Inhabitants rely ſo much upon 
this Obſervation, that they prefer it to the ſureſt 
Compaſs; but we begged leave to differ from 
them, though at the ſame time we could not de- 
ny their Rule to be as certain as our Compaſs. 
While we were in this ſtate, we diſcovered the 
Iſle Borera, near Three Leagues North of St. 
Kilda, which was then about Four Leagues to 
the South of us; this was a joyful Sight, and gave 
new Vigour to our Men, who being refreſhed with 
Victuals, lowering Maſt and Sail, rowed to a 
Miracle: While they were tugging at the Oars, 
we plied them with Plenty of Aqua Vitæ to 
ſupport them, whoſe borrowed Spirits fo far 
waſted their own, that upon our Arrival at Bore- 
ra, there was ſcarce one of them able to manage 
Cable or Anchor: We put in under the Hollow 


. . [ 8 J | 
| of an extraordinary high Rock, to the North of 
Wt this Ille, Which was all covered with a prodigious Ii 
1 Number of Sean Geeſe hatching in their Neſts; 
1 the Heavens were darkened by their flying over 
| our Heads, their Excrements were in ſuch quan- 
5 | tity, that they gave a Tincture to the Sea, and at 
7 the fame time ſullied our Boat and Cloaths: Two 
8 of them confirmed the Truth of what has been 
| frequently reported of their ſtealing from one ally 
| other Graſs wherewith to make their Neſts, by 
i affording us the following very agreeable Diver- 
J 


J ſion, and it was thus: One of them finding his 
i Neighbour's Neſt without the Fowl, lays hold.on 
| ' the Opportunity, and ſteals from 4t as much Graſs 


1 | as he could conveniently carry. off, taking his 
flight towards the Ocean; from thence he preſent- 
ly returns, as if he made a foreign Purchaſe, but 
it does not paſs for ſuch. For the Owner had 
i | diſcovered the Fact, before the Thief had got out 
1 of ſight, and, too nimble for his Cunning, waits 
his Return, all armed with Fury, and engages him 
=. deſperately; this bloody Battle was fought above 
$ our Heads, and proved fatal to the Thief, who 
is | fell dead fo near our Boat, that our Men took him 
} > up, and. preſently dreſſed and eat him; which 
3 they reckoned as an Omen of good Succeſs in 
* N , . ad lent 
| We propoſed being at St. Kilda next Day, but 
is our Expectation was fruſtrated by a violent Storm, 
| which almoſt drove us to the Ocean; where we 


* 


* * 


incurred no ſmall Riſque, being no ways fitted for | 


x? : 


be it; our Men laid aſide all Hopes of Life, poſſeſſed 
Þ with the Belicf that all this Misfortune proceeded 
1 from the Impoſtor Roderick (of whom hereafter). 
Pho they believed had employed the Devil to raiſe 
1 9 1 this 
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| thi extraordinary Starm against Mr. Campbell, 


who was to counteract him. All our Arguments, 
whether from N atural Reaſon, or the Pro vid 


of God, were not of Force enough to perſuade. 


them to the contrary, until it pleaſed God to 
command a Calm che Day following, Which was 
the Firſt of June, and then we rowed to Sr. Kilda. 
As we came cloſe upon the Rocks, forne of the 
Inhabitants, who were then employed in ſetting 
their Gins, welcomed us with a Ga ſave: you; 


their uſual Salutation, admiring to ſte us getthither 


contraty to Wind and Tide; they were walkin 
unconcernedly on the ſide of this prodigious high 
Rock, at the ſame time keeping pace with Our 
Boat, to my great Admiration, inſomuch that I was 
quickly obliged to turn away. my Eyes, left” 1 
ſhould have had the unpleaſant Spectacle of fome 
of them tumbling down-antb the- Sea; but they 
themſelves had no ſuch Fears, for they outrun 


our Boat to the Town, from thence they brought 


the Steward and all che Inhabitants of both Sees 


to receive us: we approached the outmoſt Part 


of the low Rock, called the Saddle; a Parcel of 


the Inhabitants were mounted upon it, having 
on their Feet the uſual Dreſs on ſuch Octaſions, 

i. e. Socks of old Rags ſowed with Feathers in- 
ſtead of Thread; our Boat being come pretty 
near, it was kept off this Rock with long Poles; 
ſome of their Number coming by Pairs into the dea 
received Mr. Campbell and me upon their Shoulders 


and carried us to Land, where we were.received 


with all the Demonſtrations of Joy and Kindneſs 
they were able to ve ag the Impoſtor Roderich 


endeavouring to ontdo his Neighbours, and plac- 


ing himſelf always in the Front of our 
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[1] 
diſcovered his Hypocriſy. We all walked together 
to the little Village where there was-a Lodging 
prepared for us, furniſhed with Beds of Straw ; 
according to the ancient Cuſtom of the Place, the 


Officer, who preſides over them in the Stew- 


ard's Abſence ſummoned the Inhabitants, who by 


Concert agreed upon a daily Maintenance for 
us, as Bread, Butter, Cheeſe, Mutton, Fowls, 
Eggs, Fire, &c. all which was to be given in at 
our Lodging twice every Day; this was done in 
the moſt regular manner, each Family by turns 


paying their Quota proportionably to their Lands: 


I remember the Allowance for each Man per diem, 
beſide a Barley Cake, was Eighteen of the Eggs 
laid by the Fowl called by them Lavy, and a 
greater Number of the leſſer Eggs, as they differed 
in proportion; the largeſt of theſe Eggs is near in 
bigneſs to that of a Gooſe, the reſt of the Eggs 
gradually of a leſſer Size. | 

We had the Curiofity after Three Weeks Re- 
fidence, to make a Calculation of the Number of 
Eggs beſtowed upon thoſe of our Boat, and the 
Stewart's Birlin, or Galley ; the whole amounted 
to Sixteen thoufand Eggs : The Inhabitants, 
were . thrice our Number, and muſt conſume a 
Number of Eggs and Fowls in proportion. From 
this it is eaſy to imagine, that a vaſt Number of 
Fowl muſt reſort here all Summer, which is yet 
the more propable if it be conſidered, that every 
Fowl lays but one Egg at a time, when allowed 
to hatch. | 

The Inhabitants live together in a ſmall Village, 
carrying all the Signs of an extreme Poverty; the 
Houſes are of a low Form, and the Doors all to 
the North-Eaſt, to-ſecure them from the Shocks 

| of 


1111 
of the tempeſtuous South-Weſt Winds. The 
Walls of the Houſes are rudely built of Stone, the 
ſhort Couples joining at the ends of the Roof, 
upon whoſe Sides ſmall Ribs of Wood are laid, 
and theſe covered with Straw; the whole ſecured 
by Ropes made of twiſted Heath, the Extremity 
of which on each ſide is poiſed with Stone to 
preſerve the Thatch from being blown away. 
This little Village is ſeated in a Valley furrounded 
with Four Mountains, ſerving as Ramparts of De- 
fence, and are ſo many Amphitheatres, from 
whence a fair Proſpect of the Ocean and Iſles 
may be ſeen in a fine Day. 1 
This Ifle is by the Inhabitants, as likewiſe by 
all the Weſtern Iſlanders, called Hirt; Buchanan 
calls it Hirta; Sir John Narbrough, and all Sailors, 
St. Kilda; in Sea Maps it is called Sr. Nllder, 
particularly in a Dutch Sea Map from Jreland to 
Zeland, publiſhed at Amſterdam by Peter Goas in 
the Year 1663, wherein. it is placed due Weſt be- 
twixt Fifty and Sixty Miles from the middle of the 
Lewis, and the Ifle anſwers directly to the Fifty 
Eighth Degree of Northern Latitude, as marked 
upon the ends of the Map, and from it lies Rokol, a 
{mall Rock 60 Leagues to the Weſtward of St. Kilda; 
the Inhabitants of this Place call it Rotabarra; this 
Map contains the Soundings of ſome Places near 
St. K:1da; theſe not exceeding Twenty or Thirty 
Fathom; it contains only the larger Iſle, and a 
part of the Leſſer Ifles; this Iſland is alſo called 
St. Kilda, by a Company of French and Spaniards, 
who loft their Ship at Rokol in the Year 1686, 
which they named to the Inhabitants of Str. Kilda, 
whoſe Latitude is Fifty ſeven Degrees and Three 
(( „„ 7 
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The Kir here is ſharp and vrholeſome „ the 
Hills are often covered with ambient White Miſts, 
which in Winter are Forerunners af Bn]W], If 


they continue. on the Tops of the Hills; and in 


Summer, if only on the Tops of the Hills, they 


Fee en eee ae, 


alleys: it is 4 Prognoſtic of ' exceſſive eat. 
The Night here about the Time of the Summer 
Solſtice. excecds. not an Hour in length, eſpecially 
if the Seaſon'is fair, then the Sun'difappears but 
for a ſhert Space, che Reflex from the Sea being 


4 


all the time -viſible;? the Harveſt! and Winter are 


liable to great Winds and Rain, the South-Weſt  _ 
Wind annoying, them more than any other; it is 


commonly : obſerved' to blow from the Weſt for 
the moſt part of, if not all, July. I Ss” ; — Seits 
St. Kilda is Two Miles long from Eaſt to Weſt; 

in Breadth:from South to North One Mile; and 
Five Mites in Circumference. It is naturally fenced 
with one continued Face of a Rock of great height, 
except a part of the Bay, which lies to the South- 
Eaſt, and is well defended generally with a rag- 
ing Sea: This Bay is Half a Mile in length, and 
as much in breadth; it is not common for any 
Veſſels to anchor within this Bay, in caſe of a 


Storm, as it might be dangerous for them; there- 


fore they drop anchor at the Entry, judging it 
the ſecureſt: The only place for landing, is on 
the North ſide of this Bay, upon a Rock wich a 
little Declination, which is ſlippery, being covered 
with ſeveral ſorts: of Sea · Weeds; theſe, with a 
boiſterous: Sea, render the Place almoſt inaccef⸗- 
ſible; the Sea being ſeldom otherwiſe'but under 
fayaur of a Neap Tide, a North-Eaſt or Weſt 
Wind, or with a perfect Calm; when theſe 

9 Cir- 


| Mu | 
Circumſtances concur, the Birlin 'or Boat is 
brought to the fide of the Rock, and all the In- 
habitants of both Sexes are ready to join their 
united Force to hale her through; for this end they 
have a Rope faſtened to the Fore-part; and a com- 
petent Number of them are employed on each 
ſide; both theſe are determined by a Cryer, who 


is employed on purpoſe to warn them all at the 


ſame Minute, and he ceaſes whenever he finds 

it convenient to give them a breathing. 
At the Head of the Bay is a plain Sand, -only 

to be ſeen in Summer, the Winter-Sea waſhing 


it all off the Stones; there's no landing upon this 


Place with Safety, which the Steward has learned 
to his Coſt. There is a little Bay on the Wet 
fide of this Iſle, all faced with an Iron-coloured 


Rock; ſome Veſſels take thelter here, what the 


Wind is at South or North-Eaſt; there is 4 Place 
of the Rock here on the South-fide the Rivulet, 
where you may land, if a Neap-Tide or Calm 


offer. The Sea is very impetuous every where 


about this Iſle; they ſhewed me large Stones 
which were lately removed out of cheir place, 
and caſt into the Gallies Dock; I meaſured ſome 


of them which were in length ſome ſeven, others 


eight Feet, and three or four Feet in breadth. 

On the South Part of the South-Eaſt Bay is a 
little old ruinous Fort called the Down. It is 
evident from what has been already ſaid, that this 
Place may be reckoned among the ſtrongeſt Forts, 


Natural or Artificial, in the World; Nature has 


provided the Place with ſtore of Ammunition for 


acting on the Defenſive; that is, a heap of, looſe 


Stones in the Top of the Hill Oferveau/, directly 
above the Landing-place; it is very eaſy to diſ- 


C charge 
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14 W 
charge Vollies of this Ammunition directly upon 
the Place of Landing, and that from a great emi- 


nence almoſt perpendicular; this I my ſelf had 
_ occaſion to demonſtrate, having for my Diverſion 


put it in practice to the great Satisfaction of the 
Inhabitants, to whom this Defence had never 
hitherto occurred: But they are reſolved to make 
uſe of this for the future, to keep off the Low- 
landers, againſt whom of late they have conceiv- 
ed ſtrong Prejudices. A few Hands may be ca- 
pable of reſiſting ſome hundreds by the above- 
mentioned Weapons. The Four great Mountains 
are faced on the ſide towards the Sea, with Rocks 
of extraordinary height; the Hill Conagir on the 
North fide, is not leſs than Two Hundred Fa- 
thom perpendicular above the Sea. 
Around this Iſle are Four Arches or Vaults, 
through which the Sea paſſes, as does the Day- 


light from either fide, which is viſible to any, 


though at a conſiderable Diſtance; ſome of them 


repreſenting a large Gate: Two of theſe look to 


the South, and two North-Weſt; that on the 
Point of the Weſt Bay is fix Fathom high above 
Water, four in breadth, fifty Paces in length, 
the Top two Fathom thick, and very ſtrong, the 


Cattle feeding upon it. 


There are ſeveral Veins of different Stone to 
be ſeen in the Rocks of the South-Eaſt Bay; up- 
on the North ſide of this Rock is one as it were 
cut out by Nature, reſembling a Terras Walk. 
The Chryſtal grows under the Rock at the Land- 


ing- place, this muſt be pierced a Foot or two 


deep, before the Chryſtal can be had from the 
Bed of Sand where it lies; the Water at the bot- 


tom is- of a black Colour; the largeſt Piece is not 
above 
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above four Inches long, and about two in Dia- 
meter, each Piece Sexangular. + 

Upon the Weſt fide of this Ifle lies a Valley 
with a Declination towards the Sea, with a Rivu- 
let running through the middle of it, on each 
ſide of which is an Aſcent of half a Mile; all 
which Piece of Ground is called by the Inhabit- 
ants, The Female Warrior's Glen: This Ama- 
zon is famous in their Traditions: Her Houſe or 
Dairy of Stone is yet extant; ſome of the Inhabi- 
tants dwell in it all Summer, though it be ſome 


Hundred Years old; the whole is built of Stone, 


without any Wood, Lime, Earth, or Mortar to 
cement it, and is in form of a Circle Pyramid-wiſe 
towards the Top with a Vent in it, the Fire be- 
ing always in the Centre of the Floor; the Stones 
are long and thin, which ſupplies the Defect of 
Wood: The Body of this Houſe contains not 
above Nine Perſons fitting; there are three Beds 
or low Vaults at the fide of the Wall, which con- 
tains five Men each, and are ſeparated by a Pil- 
lar; at the Entry to one of theſe low Vaults is a 
Stone ſtanding upon one end; upon this ſhe is re- 
ported ordinarily to have laid her Helmet; there 
are two Stones on the other fide; upon which ſhe 

is faid to have laid her Sword: they tell you ſhe 
was much addicted to Hunting, and that in her 


Days all the Space betwixtthis Iſle and that of Har- 


ries, was one continued Tract of Dry Land. Some 
years ago a Pair of large Deers-horns were found 
in the Top of Oterveaul Hill, almoſt a Foot under 
Ground, and a Wooden Diſh full of Deer's Greaſe, 
"Tis faid of this Warrior, that ſhe let looſe her 
Grey-hounds after the Deer in St. Kilda, mak- 
ing their Courſe towards the oppoſite Iſles. There 

Wis. + are 


1 | .a< 


1 \ x * 
> : 


li 

q [ 26 ] 

Wo are ſeveral other Traditions concerning this fa- 
1 | mous Amazon. But I ſhall trouble my Reader with 
= no more of them. 

4 In this Ifle are plenty of excellent Foun- 
1 tains or Springs; that near the Female Warrior's 
"| Houſe is reputed the beſt: It is called Tou-bir-nim- 
1 beuy, importing no leſs than the Well of Quali- 


ties or Virtues; it runs from Eaſt to Weſt, being 
= fixty Paces Aſcent above the Seca: I drank of it 
| twice, an Engliſh Quart each time; it was very 
clear, exceeding cold, light and diuretic; I was not 
able to hold my Hand in it above a few Minutes 
1 for its Coldneſs; the Inhabitants of Harries find 
Fil it effectual againſt Windy-Cholics, Gravel, and 
4 Head-aches; this Well hath a Cover of Stone. 
There is a very large Well near the Town, 
called St. Kilder's Well; from which the Iſland 
is ſuppoſed to derive its Name; this Water is not 
inferior to that above-mentioned ;/ it runs to 1 
South-Eaſt from the North-Weſt. 

There is another Well within half a Mile. of 
this, named after one Conirdan, an hundred 
Paces above the Sea, and. runs from North-Weſt 

towards the South-Eaſt, having a Stone Cover. 

Within twelve Paces of this is a {mall excellent 

Fountain, which thoſe of Harries and St. |Kilde. 
will needs call by the Author's Name, and were 
then reſolved to give it a Cover of Stone, ſuch as 
is above deſcribed. 

| There is a celebrated Well iſſuing out of the 
Face of a Rock on the North-ſide of the Eaſt 
Bay, called the Well of Youth, but is only acceſ- 
ſible by the Inhabitants, no Stranger daring to 
climb the ſteep Rock; the Water of it is received, 
as it falls, into the Sea ; it runs towards the Souths 


Eaſt, 
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Eaſt. The Taſte of the Water of thoſe Wells 
was ſo agreeable to me, that for ſeveral Weeks 
after, the beſt Fountains in the adjacent Iſles 
ſeemed to have loſt their Reliſh. There is a Ri- 
vulet running cloſe by the Town, and another 
larger beyond Nilder's Well; this laſt ſerves for 
waſhing Linnen, which it does as well without 
Soap, as other Water with; of this we had Ex- 
perience, which was a Confirmation of what had 
been reported to us concerning this Water: We 
ſearched if in the Brinks we could diſcover any 
Fullers-Earth, but fourid none; we diſcovered 
ſome Pieces of Iron-Ore in ſeveral places; this 
Rivulet drops from the Moſſy Ground in the top 
of the Hills. | | "Io 
The whole Ifland is one hard Rock, formed 
into four high Mountains, three of which are in 
the middle; all thinly covered with black or | WM 
brown Earth, not above a Foot, ſome places half N 
a foot deep; except the top of the Hills, where 
it is above three Foot deep, and affords them 
good 'Turf; the Graſs is very ſhort but kindly, 
producing plenty of Milk; the number of Sheep 
commonly maintained in St. Aida, and the two 
adjacent Ifles, does not exceed Two thouſand; 
and generally they are ſpeckled, ſome White, 
ſome Philamort, and are of a common ſize; they 
do not reſemble Goats in any reſpect, as Buchanan 
was informed, except in their Horns, which are 
extraordinary large, particularly thoſe in the leſ- 
fer Iſles. erred | | 
The number of Horſes exceeds not Eighteen, 
all of a Red Colour, very low, and ſmooth Skin» 
ned, and are employed in carrying Turf and Corn, 
and at their Anniverſary Cavalcade, of _ 
| ere- 


1181 
hereafter: The Cows, which are about Nitiety 
in number, ſmall and great, have their Forecheads 


| White and Black, which is diſcernable at a great 


diſtance, are of a low ſtature, but fat and ſweet 
Beef; the Dogs, Cats, and all the Sea-Fowls of 
this Iſle are ſpeckled. 

The Soil 1s very grateful to the Labourer, 
producing ordinarily Sixteen, Eighteen, or 
Twenty Fold; their Grain is only Bear, and 
ſome Oats; the Barley is the largeſt produced in 
all the Weſtern Iſles; they uſe no 'Plough but a 
kind of Crooked Spade ; ; their Harrows are of 
Wood as are the Teeth in the front alſo, and 
all the reſt ſupplied only with long Tangles of Sea- 
ware tied to the Harrow by the mall ends; the 
Roots hanging looſe behind, ſcatter the Clods 
broken by the Wooden Teeth ; this they are forced 
to uſe for want of Wood. 'Their Arable Land 
is very nicely parted into Ten Diviſions, and theſe 
into Subdiviſions, each diſtinguiſhed by the Name 
of ſome Deceaſed Man or Woman, who were 
Natives of the Place; there is one Spot called 
Multa Terra, another Multus Agris. The chief 
Ingredient in their Compoſts is Aſhes of Turf 
mixed with Straw ; with theſe they mix their 
Urine, which by Experience they find to have 
much of the Vegetable Nitre; they do not pre- 


ſerve it in Quantities as elſewhere, but convey. it 


immediately from the Fountain to the Aſhes, 
which by daily Practice they find moſt advanta- 
geous ; they join alſo the Bones, Wings, and | 
Entrails of their Sea-Fowls to their Straw; they 
ſow very thick, and have a — 
Growth ; they pluck all their Bear by the Roots 
in Handfuls, both for the ſake of their E. 
whic 


„ 
which they thatch with it, and their Cows which 
they take in, during the Winter; the Corn pro- 
duced by this Compoſt is perfectly free from any 
kind of Weed; it produces much Sorrel where 
the Compoſt reaches. 3s" 
The Coaſt of St. Kilda, and the leſſer Iſles, 
are plentifully furniſhed with variety of Cod, 
Ling, Mackarel, Congars, Braziers, Turbet, 
Graylords, Sythes ; theſe laſt two are of the ſame 
kind, only differing in bigneſs ; ſome call them 
Black Mouths; they are large as any Salmon, 
and ſomewhat longer; there are alſo Laiths, 
Podloes, Herring, and many more; moſt of theſe 

are fiſhed by the Inhabitants upon the Rock, for 
they have neither Nets nor long Lines. Their 
common Bait is the Lympets or Patellæ, par- 
boiled ; they uſe likewiſe the Fleſh of a Fowl cal- 
led by them Bowger, which the Fiſh near the 
leſſer Ifles catch greedily ; ſometimes they uſe the 
Bowger's Fleſh, and the Patellæ at the ſame time 
upon one Hook, and this proves ſucceſsful alſo. 
In the Month of July a conſiderable quantity of 
Mackarel run themfelves aſhoar, but always with 
a Spring-Tide. The Amphib:a ſeen here, are the 
Otters and Seals; this latter the Inhabitants reckon 
very good Meat; no ſort of Trees, not even the 
leaſt Shrub grows here, nor has a Bee been ever 

ſeen here, | J 
Levinis, a Rock about fourteen Paces high, 
and Thirty in Circumference, but narrower 
at the Top, ſtands about half a League to 
the South-Eaſt Bay, covered with no kind 
of Earth or Graſs; a Spring of Freſh Water 
iſſues out from the fide of it; this Rock, by an 
ancient Cuſtom, belongs to the Galley's Crew. 
1 Betwixt 


T * 1 

Betwixt'the Weſt point of Sr. Kilda, and the Ifle 
Son, is the famous Rock Stackdonn, i. e. a Miſ- 
ebie vous Rock, for it hath proved ſo to ſome of 


74 their Number, who periſhed in attempting to 
is climb it; it is much of the Form and Height of 
"| a Steeple z there is a very great Dexterity, and it is 
'' reckoned no ſmall piece of Gallantry, to climb this 
1 Rock, eſpecially that part of it called the Thumb, 
4 _ which is ſo little, that of all the Parts of a Man's 
kl Body, the Thumb only can lay hold on it, and 
| that muſt be only for the Space of one Minute; 
N during which time his Feet have no Support, nor 
| any part of his Body touches the Stone, except 
f the Thumb, in which Minute he muſt jump by 
. the help of his Thumb, (the Agility of his Body 


concurring to raiſe him higher at the ſame time) 
to a ſharp point of the Rock, which when he has 
got hold of, puts him out of danger, and having 
a Rope about his Middle, which he caſts down to 
. the Boat, by the help of this he brings up as many 
| Perſons as are defigned for Fowling at this time; 
| | the Foreman, or principal Climber has the Re- 
11 ward of four Fowls beſtowed upon him over and 
= |. above his Proportion ; perhaps, one might think 
| four thouſand too little to compenſate ſo great a 
1 Danger as this Man incurs; But he has the Advan- 
| tage by it, of being recorded among their great- 
eſt Heroes ; as are all the Foremen who lead the 
i | Van in getting up this fame Miſabievous Rock, 
* Within Piſtol-ſhot from this place is the Iſle 


. r 9 7 2 
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| Soa, a Mile and an half in circumference; but 
7.1 contracted narrower toward the Top, being a full 
if half Mile in difficult Aſcent all round, moſt of it 
In bare Rock, ſome parts of it covered with Graſs, 
= but dangerous to aſcend ; the Landing is alſo very 
1 | 8 hazard- 


21] 


hazardous, bel in Regard of the ag 
the Rock that muſt be climbed z yet the In 


Fabit- 
ants ate accuſtomed to "carry Burthens both'up it 
and down, and of this was once a Witneſs. There 
is ſcarce any Landing here; except in oe Place, 
and that ubder favour of a Weft Wind and Neap- 
Tide; the Waves up on the Rock, diſcover whe 
it is. accefflble; if they appear White from $ 


Kilda, 7h the kohabitants do not ſo much as" offer to 


launch out their Boat, in order” to land. in Sd, 
or aby 8thet The or Rock, tho' their Lives were 
at ſtake. This little Ille is furniſhed Vith an E= 


cellent Spring, the Grafs is vety fiveet, = 2 


hundred Sheep, each of which generally h 


or three Lambs at 4 Birch, and every La 
fruitful, FE bring 8 forth another efote Lin fo 


; - x Year old. "Th a is alſo ohſervetl 178 
Vittte Iles edel to thoſe of Haie and 


Ni WF 73 "The Sheep in the Ille Sa ate never 
milked, * thi i diſpoles them to be the more. pro- 


lific.: here re po to catch them but. the In- 


4 4+ Fe 


habitants; "whom I hav have ſeen purſue the Sheep 
tiimbly” Sun. the ſtee cep Defeent, 1 ich as FE 
Freedomh as AE had been a plain'F 

This'H abounds Will an irifinit 
Fowl, as Fulmar, Lavy . Bowyer, Oc. 
There. Was a "Cock: "Baa & Ine two sf Nik ago 
came from 4 Ship for Water, being favoured 55 
1 led N the Men diſcerned a 1 

urnber of E £85 upo upon the Rocks, w hich tempr- 


ed chem to > Yeh NS near the Place, and at laſt ob- 


tained a 8 Number of them; one of 
the Seaten was vas induſtrious ehough' to put chem 
into His See which he took " for that Pur- 


D poſe ; 


and s 


Number of 
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: enge ..& me of the Inhabitagts of; St. Kilda who + 


2 5 H. this. Aae 25 8 at it, 
b one without th their” Chak they therefore 


960 ed at Expedient, ch 20 ig robbed the 


| down per pendicnlarly 
_ ror of which |, Obes "th ei. e 


| Graſs, nor Earth P, 1 but fome neti times . pet; 


near itz Pa 1 Ihe aſſured, me It was 
. prac icable, and to convince me of the TY of it, 
they bid; me look up near. the Top, 5 Where 11 per- 


there; us obligesth e Inhabitants in ppt of ru- 


. 28 1 
appined to be in the Ille chat dg, 15 Ye . 


Seamen. of: their EZ 88 and d the Breeches;. 'twas 


. 


thus: They ound : he w.looſe Stones, in che Sup er- 
ficies, of 223 Rock, ic Tar of 185 they! let fa 
\ PE 4 


Semen the Tecr 


to r emove, 
for their 


abandonin reeches and Eggs 
Safety; an | the Tarpawlin Breeches w Were r no ſin 
Ornament in a. Place ee all I: Fe 
Plaids. EEG. cb, Py; 17 OM 

x” About two Leagues and a Half I "he Nort 0 
of St. Kilas,. is heb Rock Stack-Ly, two Vande 
Paregt in Fiecymſerence, and of. a. great  heighth, 

being - a perfect Triangle turning ton Point at the 
Top; it s. viſible above twenty. Leagues diſtant 
in à fair WH ,and_ Appears blue; ther ere is, no 


fectiy White with , 7 2 cele ae on bi about 
. One won 1 think it next to im (ble t to 
climb this R which Le exp refled FD Pei Ng very 


ceived 7 A Stone P yramid-houſe, WI 5 the Toha- 
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bitants built fy a 6.4 themſelves | in it in 


Ab guſt, at which t 1575 e Seaſon proyes. inconſtant 


er of 


dence to tend acomperiat Num Feier ole 


Th 


1 25 the Lot falls; theſe are to land 'on this Rock 


Io oe PP before the Solan Geeſe tak 65 ing 3 if 
S 4 4 8 . +6009 wake "hey 


4 31 

they ne gleet this Piece of Foreſight,one windy Day 
may 8189 point them of five, fix, or ſeven thou- | 
land Selen Gee, which this Rock affords * yearly. 
They are ſo very numerous $ he re, that the LO % 
be divided in feſpect to their Lands, as elſewhere; 
this therefore is the. Reaſon why they ſend here 
by Lots, and thoſe who are ſent act for the p 
lic Intereſt, and when they haye knock 
the head all that may be.reached, they then bar. 

them to a ſharp Point, called the Caſting. Point, 
f om whence they throw them itito the Sea, for 
the height is ſuch that they dare not throw them 
into the Boat, until the Wen cry, Enough, 
leſt the Sea, which has a ſtrong Current there 
ſhould carry them off, as it does ſometimes, if 
too many are thrown down at once: Thus, 
by Degrees, getting all in, they return home; 
and after their Arrival every Man has his ſhare 
proportioned to his Lands, and what | remains 
under the Number ten, is due to the Officer as a 
Part of his yearly Salary. In this Rock the Solan 
Geeſe are ſlowed to hatch” their firſt Eggs, but 
it is not ſo in the Rocks next to be deſcribed; and 
that for this Reaſon, that if all were allowed to 
hatch at the ſame time, the Loſs of the Product 
in one Rock would at the ſame time prove the 
Loſs of all the reſt, fince all would tz ke Ning 
pretty nearly at the ſame Time. 
The Iſle Borer lies near half a League from 
Stack-Ly, to the N. E. of i it, being in circum- 
ference one Mile and an half; it feeds about four 
hundred Sheep er Annum, and would feed MAE, 
did not the Solan. Geeſe Pluck a large e .of 
the Graſs for their Neſts. 

D 2 This 
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This Ifle is very high, all Rock, inacceſſihle 


except in a Calm, and has only one Placg for 
Landing, towards the South: In the Weſt end 
SR Ms is Seal Baſe: which is ane. lane 
er than that of the Female Warrior in St. Kilda. 
but of the ſame Model in all reſpects; it is all 
Green without like a little Hill; the Inhabitants. 
Have a Tradition that it was built by one 
Stallir, à devout Hermit of St. Rilda; and had 
he indeed travelled the Univerſe he could ſcarcely 
"have found a more ſolitary Place for a Monaſtic Ii 
There are about forty Stone Pyramids in this 
Ille, for drying and preſerving their Fowl, &c, | 
Theſe little Houſes are all of looſe Stones, and 
ſeen at ſome Diſtance; here is alſo a_ſurprizing 


Number of Fowl, the Graſs as well as the Rocks 
filled with them, The Solan Geeſe poſſeſs it for 
the moſt part; they are always Maſters where- 
ever they come, and have already baniſhed ſeveral 
Species of Fowl from this Iſle. 
An Earthquake was felt here in the Year 1686, 
which laſted only a few Minutes; it was very 
amazing to the poor People, who were unac- 
quainted with any ſuch Commotion before, 
To the Weſt of Borera lies the Rock Steck- 
Narmin, within Piſtol-ſbot; this Rock is half a 
Mile in circumference, and as inacceſſible as any 
of the above-mentioned ; there is a Poſſibility of 
landing only in two, Places; nor. that but in a 


* 


perfect Calm, and after landing the Dai ger in 
- Climbing is very great. The Rock has neither 
| Earth or Gras to cover it, has a Fountain of 


good 


| [ 25 
good Water Hung out *M the , of 
mp Eaſterly, and abounds with Solan 


as well for los Sing the 
the Seaſons of the 

— and dry them. The 8 
extremely upon this Rock: We had 
being i iel a fair Day, to By) 
but we bund it very hazardous; t 
under our Boat reboundin 
mounting over our He: 
to land, though 

fore us; we thought it indeed hex 
near this Rock; the Wind blowin 


. le aged 


ing than Neap Tides; 1 
the Coaſts, except at a ſharp 
Point where the Tn keep their due Courſe; 
the Ebb Squtherly 2 2 Northerly,. _ . 
AS.E. Moy cauſes high Tide; the Nj 
Tides are always at the Full and New Moon; 
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er Fowl; ; here are ſeveral Stang P cn 


e ae | 
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1 \following- they are higher,” and from 
that decreaſe until The” Increaſe of the Moon 
5 wk th which it riſes gr radually till the ſecond - 
185 e full Moon. T At the Ses 
men fit d to bold true betwixt the Mule of Kan- 4 
tre, aud the Farrow, Head in $ tratbnaver. wg, 
The Land-Fowls' produced here are Hawks 
extraordinary good, Eagles, Ployers, Crows, 
Wrens, © * Stone-Chaker, © Craker; Cuckoo; - this 
laſt is faid very rarely to be ſeen Here, and that 
u on extraordinary Oecaſions, ſuch as the Death 
of the Froprietor Mac- Lead, the Steward's Death, 
4 the Arrival of ſome notable Stranger. I was not 
able to forbear laughing at this Relation, as found- 
ed only £ — Fancy ; which I no ſooner expreſ- 
| fed, than Inhablladts wondered at my Incredu- 
wy, „mah ng chat all their Anceſtors for a Series 1 
Acer wt Ages had remarked the Truth of this 
Obſervati on, and for a further Confirmation ap- 
pealed t to the preſent” Steward, whether he had 
55 known this Obſervation to have been true; 
th 7 in his own and his Father's Time, who was 
15 5 07 ard before him? After a particular En- 
quiry, he told me, that both in his own and Fa- 
j wat 's Life-time the Truth of the Obſervation had 
been conſtantly believed; and that ſeveral of the 
5 now 2257 have obſerved the Cuckoo 
4 Death of the two laſt 
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it a the A bee been there before. | 
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The Sea-Fowl. are, 1200 ey, being the 


ſtatelieſt, as ell as the Fa and.aboye. the 
Size of a Solan Gooſe, lack — xedabout 
the Eyes, a large e white. Spot f er.cach,. a Jong 
broad Bill; it ſtands ſtately, Py whole Pol erect» 
ed, its Wings ſhort, flies gt at a lysits Egg 
upon the bare Rock, which, af K away, 
| lays no more for that Veat; e 1 pot oP 
and has the hatching Spo 7 
a bare Spot from hh, ate e Key 
off with the Heat in hatcbingz. its Egg is 5 25S. 
dig as that of a.Solan Goole, and is Varig 
| 1 5 Black, rs ak Dark; 1 ff mY Py 
egard to any Win ars 2 
ae oes —— about the middle of 905 A 
e Solan. Goole, as ſome ,1 W =} the 
0 wand Seu ler, corrupted and adapted. to the 
5 Language, gui voulis irretort > gigs 
reſpicit prædam, equals a comnen Gab BA 
neſs;; is by meaſure from the Tipo 


Extremity of the Foot, Thirty four 1 Thr 
and to the End, of the Tail, Tah nine; the 
Wing pe very. far, there being Seventy 
two Inches diſtance betwirt the extreme Tips; 
its Bill is long, ſtrait, of a dark Colour, a hithe 
crooked at the. Point ; _ behind. the Eyes 5 
of the ſide of the Head. is bare of Feathers; 
Ears ſmall; the E yes HO Eg” 3 5 
Four Toes;. the Feet, and Legs Black as 47 as: 125 
are bare; the Plumage is like chat of a Gooſe. 
a The Colour of the. „ 24 is White all o over, 
excepting the extreme Tips of the Wings, which 
are Black, and . Thy: of the Head, which i is 


Fellow, 
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Wow ſais 'thipk the Effect of Age. The 

5 Ss tre of a Dark Brown Colour, turning 
after. they are d Tear old; its II ſome- 

what leſb tha that of a "Larid-Govſe, © Imall at 

each end, and caſts a thick Scurf, and has little 

er no Yall; the Inhabirarts| are Crag ee ro 


F 1155 puts 0 f in ths 
Py Tires, and” pulls out the Fiſh with its 
=D And be 2 very gt > 
oiſe, whic Fad Occufton e ſae to o | 
28 Continue to Pluck 1 © 4 Neſts 
Ford? clip eomaitig in Ares till tie Young Fowl 
eady to fly in Auruft or September, o So 
r InfiaBirants take or leave the Firſt or Seton 
85 rendiirkathle they never pluck Gral 


the Reafon the Ishibitanrs 


0 ta windy Day is their Vack- 
How it upon 122 
Wes fatal to ma 


The N . often fall 
1 5 l the Oppo 

rs ea org Ree wo eng 2 

etring, Mac and dyes. | 

Hooks are often” found. in the Stoch hag 7 of 
You, and Old Sauen Geeſe, though none of 95 
kind'are uſed nearer than the Illes Twenty Leagdes 
dnſtant; this mut Happen either from rte Pin 
| pultin —— * thoſe” ffles and then 


en go- | 


1 5 
going to 95 "Kilda, or by cheir being carried 
thither;” by the old Geeſe. © | 
The Salam Geeſe are always the ſureſt Sign of 

Heringe, for where-ever the'one is ſeen, the 
other i is never far off. There i is a Tribe of barren 
Solan Geeſe which have n no Neſts, and ſit upon 
the bare Rock; theſe are not the Voung Fowls 
of ' Year Old, whoſe Dark Colour would foon 
diftifiguiſh them, but Old ones, in all things like 
the gelt; theſe have a Province, as it were, allot- 
ted them, and are in a ſeparate State, having a 
Rock Two hundred Paces diftant from all other; 
neither do they meddle with, or a 8 55 to thoſe 
hatching, or any other Fowl! ſympathize 
and-fiſh together; this was told Fits y the In- 
| habitants, and afterwards confirmed feeral times 
= by my own. Obſervation.” {+ 
l The Solan Geeſe have always ba of their 
Number „ Centry in the Night, and if they 
are ſurprize as it often happens, all the Flock 
are taken one after” another ; but if the Centinel 
be awake at the Approach of the creepin gFowſers, 
and-hear a Noile, it cries ſoftly, Grog, Grog, at 
which the Flock move not; but if the Centinel 
ſees or heats the Fowler approaching, he cries 
quickly, Bir, Bir, which ſhould ſeem to import 
Danger, ſince immediately after, the whole Tribe 
take Wing, leaving the Fowler alone on the 
Rock to return home re infe@, all his Labour for 
that 2 being ſpent in vain: Apollbniils Tya- 
nus might Hi here found a-large Field of Di- 
verſion, who is'faid to have travelled over many 


Kingdoms, to kart the Language of Beaſts and 1 
Birds. | | 
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| Beſides. this way of ſtealing upon them in the 
Night- time, they are alſo catched in common 
Gins of Horſe-Hair, from which they ſtruggle 
leſs to extricate themſelves than any other Fowl, 
notwithſtanding their Size and Strength; they are 
alſo caught in the Herring Loches with a Board 
ſet on purpoſe to float above Water, upon it a 
Herring is fixed, which the Gooſe perceiving, 
flies up. to a competent height, till finding himſelf 
in a Frait line above the Fiſh, . bends his courſe 
perpendicularly piercing the Air, as an Arrow 
from a Bow, hits the Board, into which he runs 
his Bill with all his Force, and is irrecoverably ta- 
ken. The Solan Gooſe comes about the middle 
of March with a. S. W. Wind, warm Snow, or 
Rain, and goes away, according as the Inhabit- 
' ants determine the Time, i. e. by taking away, 
or leaving its Egg, whether at-the Firſt, Second, 
or Third time he lays. - 2 | 
The Fulmar in Bigneſs equalls the Malls of 
the Second rate; its Wings very long, the out- 
fide of which are of a Greyiſh white Colour, the 
inſide and Breaſt all White, a thick Bill Two 
Inches long, crooked and prominent at the end, 
with wide Noſtrils in the middle, all of a pale 
Colour; the upper Mandible, or _ Jaw, hangs 
over the lower on both fides and at the point, 
the Feet pale, not very broad, with ſharp Toes, 
and a back Toe; it picks Food out of the Backs 
of living Whales, it as is faid uſes Sorrel with it, 
for both are found in its Neſt; it lays its Egg com- 
monly the Firſt, Second, or Third Day of May; 
which is larger than that of a Solan Gooſe Egg, 
of a White Colour, and very thin, the Shell ſo 
n IE - "way 


e | 

very tender that it breaks in pieces if the Seaſon 
proves rainy; when the Egg is once taken away 
it lays no more that ' Year like other Fowl; the 
Young ones are hatched in the middle of June, 
and are ready to take Wing before the Twentieth 
of Fuly; it comes in November, the ſure Meſ- 
ſenger of Evil Tidings, being always accompanied 
with boiſterous W. Winds, great Snow, Rain, 
or Hail, and is the only Sea-Fow!l that ſtays here 
all the Year, except the Month of September, 
and Part of October. The Inhabitants prefer this, 
whether Young or Old, to all other; the Old is 
of a delicate Taſte, is a mixture of Fat and Lean; 
the Fleſh White, no Blood to be found but in the 
Head and Neck; the Young is all Fat, except the 
Bones, having no Blood but in the Head; and 
when the Young Fulmar is ready to take Wing, 
upon being approached, ejects a Quantity of pure 
Oil out at his Bill, and will be certain to hit any 
that attack him, in the Face, though Seven Paces 
diſtant; this he uſes by way of Defence; but the 
Inhabitants take care to prevent it, by ſurprizing 
the Fowl behind, having for this purpoſe a Wood- , 
en Diſh fixed to the end of their Rods, which 
they hold before his Bill as he ſpouts out the Oil; 
they ſurprize him alſo from behind, by taking 
hold of his Bill, which they tie with a Thread, 
and upon their return home they untie it with a 
Diſh under to receive the Oil; this Oil is ſome- 
times of a Reddiſh, ſometimes of a Yellow Co- 
lour, and the Inhabitants and other Iſlanders put 
a great Value upon it, and uſe it as a Carbolicon 
for Diſeaſes, | eſpecially for Pains in the Bones, 
Stitches, &c. ſome in the adjacent Ifles uſe it as a 

E 2 Purge, 
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Purge, others as an Emetic; it is hot in Quality, 
and forces its paſſage through any Wooden Veſſel. 
The Fulmar is a ſure Prognoſticator of the W. 
Wind; if it comes to Land, no W. Wind is to 
be expected for ſome time, but if it keeps at Sea, 
or goes to Sea from the Land, whether the Wind 
blow from the S. N. or E. or whether it is a per- 
fect Calm, his keeping the Sea is always a certain 
Preſage of an approaching W. Wind; from this 
Quarter he is obſerved to return with his Prey; 
its Egg is large as that of a Solan Gooſe, White 
in Colour, ſharp at one end, ſomewhat blunt at 
the other. F o 
The Scraber, ſo called in St. Kilda, in the Farn 
Iſlands Puffnet, in Holland the Greenland Dove, 
| hasa ſmall Bill ſharp pointed, a little crooked at the 
End, and prominent; it is as large as a Pigean, its 
whole Body being Black, except a White Spot on 
each Wing ; its Egg Grey, ſharp at one End, 
and blunt at the other, 5 lar "he 
It comes in the Month of March, and in the 
Night-time, without Regard to any Wind; it is 
never to be ſeen but in the Night, being all the 
Day either abroad at Fiſhing, or upon its Neſt, 
which it digs very far under Ground, from 
whence it never comes in Day-light; it picks its 
Food out of the living Whale, with which, they 
ſay, it uſes Sorrel, and both are found in its Neſt. - 
The Young Puffin is fat as the Young Fulmar, 
and goes away in Auguſt if its Firſt Egg be ſpared. 
The Lavy, ſo called by the Inhabitants of &. 
Kilda, by the Welch Guillem, is nearly as big as 
a Duck; its Head, and upper-ſide = the Neck 
all downwards of a dark Brown, the Breaſt White, 


the 
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the Bill ſtrait and ſharp pointed; the upper Chop 
hanging over the lower z its Feet and Claws 
Black, 

Its Egg in bigneſs. is near to that of a Gooſe 
Egg, ſharp at one end, and blunt at the other; 
the Colour of it prettily mixed with Green and 
Black; others of them are of a pale Colour, with 
Red and Brown Streaks; but the latter is very rare; 
this Egg for ordinary. Food is by the Inhabitante, 
- and others, preferred above all the Eggs had here. 
This Fowl comes with a S.W. Wind, if fair, the 
twentieth of February; the time of its going away 
depends upon the Inhabitants taking or leaving 
its firſt, — or third Egg: If i 1 ſtays upon 
Land for the ſpace of three Days without Inter- 
miſſion, it is a 880 of Southerly Wind and fair 
Weather; but if it goes to Sea before the third 
expires, it is then a Sign of a Storm. 

The Bird, by the Inhabitants called che Falk, 
the Raſor-Bill | in the Weſt of England, the Awk 


in the North, the Murre in Cm Alca Hoert, 


is a ſize leſs. than the Lavy; its Head, Neck, 


Back, and Tail, Black; the inſide toward the 
middle of the Throat, White; the Throat under 
the Chin, of a duſky Black; bey ond the Noſtrils 
in the upper Jaw, is a Furrow * than that in 
the Coulter Neb, the upper Chop crooked at the 
end, and hangs over the lower, both having 
tranſverſe Furrows. It lays its Egg in 120 s 15 | 
Young take Wing the middle of July, if the In- 
habitants do not determine its Stay longer, by tak- 
ing the Egg; which in bigneſs is next to the 
or Guillem Egg, and is variouſly ſpotted, ſhafp 
at one end, and blunt at the other. 
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all cn ES. 
Ihe Bouger, fo called by thoſe in Sr. Nilda, 
Coulter-Neb by thoſe in the Farn Iſlands, and in 
Cornwall, Pope, is of the Size of a Pigeon, its 
Bill ſhort, broad, and compreſſed ſidewiſe, con- 
trary to the Bills of Ducks, of a Triangular Fi- 
gure, and ending in a ſharp Point, the upper Jaw 
arcuate and crooked at the Point; the Noſtrils are 
long Holes produced by the Aperture of the Mouth; 
the Bill is of two Colours; near the Head, of an 
Aſh Colour, and Red towards the Point; the Feet 
are Yellow, the Claws of a dark Blue; the whole 
Back Black, Breaſt and Belly White. They breed 
in Holes under Ground, and come with a S. W. 
Wind about the twenty-ſecond of March, lay 
their Egg the twenty-ſecond of April, and pro- 
duce the Fowl the twenty ſecond of May; if their 
5 firſt Egg be not taken away; it is ſharp at one 
end, and blunt at the other. $05.9 
The Afilag is as large as a Linnet, black Bill, 
wide Noſtrils at the upper part, crooked at the 
point like the Fulmar's Bill. It comes about the 
twenty ſecond of March, without any Regard to 
Winds, lays its Egg about the twentieth of May, 
and Re the Fowl towards the middle of 
Oclober, then goes away about the end of No- 
vember. : . 

There are three ſorts of Sea-Malls here; the 
firſt of a grey Colour, like a Gooſe, the ſecond 
conſiderably leſs, and of a grey Colour; and the 
third ſort white, and leſs in fize than a Tame 
Duck ; the Inhabitants call it Reddag; it comes 
the fifteenth of April with a 8. W. Wind, lays. 
its Egg about the middle of May, and goes away 
in the Month of Augy/t. - 
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The Tirma, or Sea· Pie, by the Wa 
called Trilichan, comes in May, goes away in 
Auguſt; if it comes the beginning of May, it is a 
Sign of a good Summer; if later, the contrary is 
obſerved: This Fowl i is cloven- footed, and con- 
ſequently ſwims not. 

It is obſerved of all the Sea-Fowls "Hr oe 
they are fatteſt in time of hatching, except the 
| Solan Geeſe... 5. 

Every Fowl lays an 5 three different times, 
except the Gair-fow!l 2 * which lay but 
once; if the firſt or Second Egg be taken away, 
every Fowl lays» but one other Egg that Year, 
except the Sea-Malls,- and they ordinarily lay the 
third Egg, whether the firſt and ſecond Eggs be 

taken away, or no. 
„ — — 1 chat a the April 
Moon goes far in May, the Fowls. are ten or 
twelve Days later in laying their Egg, than ordi- 
narily they uſe to be 

The . Inhabitants. likewiſe G, -that of theſe 
Fowls, there firſt come over 4 8 Spies, or Har- 
bingers, eſpecially of the So/an Geeſe, tow'ring 
about the Iſlands where their Neſts are, and that 
when they have made a Review thereof they fly 
away, and in two or three Days after, the kinds 
Tribe are ſeen coming. "Whither the Fowls fly, 
and where they ſpend their Winter, the Inhabit- 
ants are utterly ignorant of. 

The Eggs are found to be of an aſtringent and 
windy Quality to Strangers, but, it ſeems, are 
not ſo to the Inhabitants, who are aſed to eat them 
from the Neſt. © Our Men upon their Arrival 
eating greedily of them became coſtive and fever- 
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iſh, ſome had the Hemorrhord Veins ſwelled ; 
Mr. Campbell and I were at no ſmall trouble be- 


fore we could reduce them to their ordinary 
Temper; we ordered a: Gliſter for them made 
of the Roots of Sedges, freſh Butter, and Salt; 
which, being adminiſtred, had its wiſhed-for Ef- 
fect; the Inhabitants reckoned this an extraordi- 


. nary Performance, being, it ſeems, the firſt of 


the kind they had ever heard o. 2 
They preſerve their Eggs commonly in their 
Stone-Pyramids, ſcattering the burnt Aſhes of 
Turf under and about them, to defend them from 
the Air, Dryneſs being their only Preſervative, 
and Moiſture their Corruption; they preſerve them 
fix, ſeven, or eight Months, as aboveſa:d; and 
then they become appetizing and looſening, eſ- 
pecially thoſe that begin to tuinn. 
That ſuch a great Number of wild Fowl are 
ſo tame, as to be eaſily taken by the Rods and 
Gins, is not to be much admired by any who will 
be at the pains to conſider the Reaſon, which is 
the great Inclination of propagating their Species 
ſo powerful is the natural Affection for their Off- 
ſpring, that they chuſe rather to die upon the Egg, 
or Fowl, than eſcape with their own Lives, 
(which they could do in a Minute) and leave ei- 
ther of theſe to be deſtroyed. 
It deſerves our Conſideration to reflect ſeriouſly 
upon the natural Propenſity and Sagacity of theſe 


Animals in their Kind; which, if compared with 


many rational Creatures, do far outſtrip them, 
and juſtly obey the Preſcript of their Natures, by 
living up unto that Inſtinct that Providence has 
given them. E EE 
| The 


The Inhabitants here are originally deſcended 
| of thoſe of the adjacent Ifles, Lew:s, Harries, 
| South and North Vit, and Sky: both Sexes are 
naturally grave, and of a fair Complection; ſuch 
as are not fair are Natives only for an Age or two; 
but their | Off-ſpring proves fairer than them- 
ſelves. Se fan 4757 „ 8 
There are ſeveral of them would be reckoned 
among Beauties of the firſt Rank, were they upon 
a Level with others in their Dreſs. FL 
Both Men and Women are well proportioned, 
nothing differing from thoſe of the Iſles and Con- 
tinent. The preſent Generation comes ſhort of 
the laſt in Strength and Longevity. They ſhew- 
ed us huge big Stones carried by. the Fathers of 
ſome of the Inhabitants now living; any of which 
is a Burthen too heavy for any two of the preſent 
Inhabitants to ' raiſe from the Ground; and this 
Change is all within the compaſs of forty Years. 
But notwithſtanding this, any one inhabiting Sr. 
Kilda is always reputed-ſtronger than two of the 
Inhabitants belonging to the Iſle of Harries, or 
the adjacent Iſles. Thoſe of St. K:/da have ge- 
nerally but very thin Beards, and thoſe too do not 
appear till they arrive at the Age of thirty, and 
in ſome not till after thirty five; they have all but 
a few Hairs upon the upper Lip, and point of 
the Chin. | 1 25 Wig | 
Both Sexes have. a Liſp; but more -eſpecially 
the Women, neither of them pronouncing the 
Letters, d, g, or 7. I remember a Story of a 
Craker that lifped (two Years ago) the Boys of 
the Place took notice of, and were pleaſed to hear 
him, and to ape his Cry; one of the Steward's 
| F Men 
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Men beholding them, enquired the meaning of 
their Noiſe, which he told them was ridiculous; 
they returned Anſwer, that it was worth his while 


to behold the ſport of a liſping Craler, whom 


they aped; but the Man replied, that they played 


the Fool, for the Crater diverted himſelf in liſp- 


ing after them, and charged them with that Im- 
perfection; the Boys no ſooner heard this, but 


away they ran, and left the Crater to Cry and 


Liſp as he plcaſed. RY 
There are ſome of both Sexes who have a Ge- 
nius for Poetry, and are great Admirers of Muſic: 
the Trump or Jews Harp is the only Muſical In- 
ſtrument they have, which diſpoſes them to Dance 
mightily. Their Sight is extraordinary good, 
and 'they can diſcern things at a great Diſtance: 
they have. very good Memories, , and are reſolute 
in their Undertakings, chaſte and. honeſt, but re- 
pared jealous of their Wives. They argue cloſe- 


y, and with leſs Paſſion than other Iſlanders, or 


thoſe inhabiting the High- lands on the Continent. 
They are very cunning, and there is ſcarce any 
circumventing of them in Traffic and Bartering: 
the Voice of one is the Voice of all, being all of 
a piece, one common Intereſt uniting them firmly 
together. They marry very young, the Women at 
about thirteen or fourteen; and are nice in ex- 
amining the Degrees of Conſanguinity before 
Marriage. They give Suck to their Children for 
two Vears. The moſt ancient Perſon among them 
at preſent is not above eighty Vears old. 
Providence is very favourable to them in that 
they are not infeſted with ſeveral Diſeaſes which 
are ſo predominant in the other Parts of the 
| World; 
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World; the Diſtemper that moſt prevails here, 


is a Spotted Fever, and that too confined to one 

Tribe, to whom this Diſeaſe is, as it were, be- 

come hereditary; others are liable to Fluxes, 
Fevers, Pleuriſies, and the Spleen; for all which 
they have but a few Remedies: To get away their 
pleuretic Diſorders, they commonly lie upon a 
warm Hearth, with the Side affected downwards; 
this they look upon as almoſt infallible for diſpel- 
ling the Humour, or Wind, that torments them. 
The Small-Pox hath not been heard of in this 
Place for ſeveral Ages, except in one Inſtance, of 
a fingle Man who had been infected on the Arrival 
of two of the Steward's Retinue, who had not 
been well recovered of it. 

The Plants produced here, are Lane ul. 
gare, the common Dock, Scurvy-Graſs round, 
being large as the Palm of the Hand, Mille Eo, 
Burſa Paſtoris, Silver-Weed, or Argentine, Plan- 
tine, Sage, Chicken-Weed, Sorrel, long, or the 
common Sorrel; All-Hail, or Siderites, the Sca- 
Pinck, T. ments], the Scur fup upon the Stones, which 
has a drying and healing Quality, and is likewiſe 
uſed for dying. The Inhabitants are ignorant of 
the Virtues of theſe Herbs; they never had a Po- 
tion of Phyſic given them in their lives, nor 
know any thing of Phlebotomy; fo that a Phyſi- 
cian could not expect his Bread in this Common- 
wealth. 

They have generally good Voices, and Gund 
Lungs; to this the Solan Gooſe Egg ſupped raw 
doth not a little contribute; they are ſeldom 
troubled with a Cough, except at the Steward's 
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Landing; which is no lefs rare, than firmly be- 
lieved by the Inhabitants of the adjacent Iſles. 
Thoſe of St. K:/da, upon the whole, gave me 
this following Account: That they always contract 
a Cough upon the Steward's Landing, and it 
proves a great deal more troubleſome to them in 
the Night- time, they then diſcharging a great 
Deal of Phlegm; this Indiſpoſition continues for 
ſome ten, twelve or fourteen Days; the moſt 
ſovereign Remedy againſt this Diſeaſe, is their 
great and beloved Catholicon, the Giben, i. e. the 
Fat of their Fowls, with which they ſtuff the 
Stomach of a Solan Gooſe, in faſhion of a Pud- 
ding; this they put in the Infuſion of Oatmeal, 
which in their Language they call Brochan; but 
it is not ſo effectual now as at the Beginning, be- 
cauſe of the frequent Uſe of it. I told them plain- 
ly, that I thought all this Notion of Infection was 
but a meer Fancy, and that, at leaſt, it could nor 
always hold; at which they ſeemed offended, 
ſaying, that never any, before the Miniſter and 
my ſelf, was heard to doubt of the Truth of it; 
which is plainly demonſtrated upon the landing 
of every Boat; adding further, that every Deſign 
was always for ſome End, but here there was no 
room for any, where nothing could be propoſed; 
but for Confirmation of the whole, they appealed 
to the Caſe of Infants at the Breaſt, who were 
likewiſe very ſubject to this Cough, but could not 
be capable of affecting it, and therefore in their 
Opinion, they were infected by ſuch as lodged in 
their Houſes. There. were ſcarce Young or Old 
in the Ile whom I did not examine particularly 


upon this Head, and all agreed in the Confirma- 
tion 
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tion of it. They add farther, that when any fo- 
reign Goods are brought thither, then the Cough 
is of longer Duration than otherwiſe: | They te- 
mark, that if the Fever has been among thoſe of 
the Steward's Retinue, though before their Ar- 
rival there, ſome of the Inhabitants are infected 
with it. If any of the Inhabitants of. St. Kilda 
chance to live, though but a ſhort Space, in the 
Iſles of Harries, Skey, or any of the adjacent Iſles, 
they become meagre, and contract ſuch a Cough, 
that the Giben muſt be had, or elſe they muſt 
return to their Native Soil. This Giben is more | 
ſovereign for removing of Coughs, being uſed by | 
many other Iſlanders, than thoſe of Sz. Kilda. 1 
They love to have it frequently in their Meat as 
well as Drink, by which too frequent Uſe of it, 
it is apt to loſe its Virtue; it was remarkable, that 
after this infected Cough was over, we Strangers, 
and the Inhabitants of Sr. Kilda, making up the | 
Number of about two hundred and fifty, though | 1 
we had frequently aſſembled upon the Occaſion 1 
of Divine Service, yet neither Voung nor Old = 
among us all did ſo much as once cough more. 
Some thirteen Years ago the Leproſy broke out 
among them, and ſome of their Number died by 
it; there are two Families at preſent labouring under 
this Diſeaſe. The Symptoms of it are, their Feet 
beginning to fail, their Appetite declining, their | 
Faces becoming too red, and breaking out in _ 
Pimples, a Hoarſeneſs, and their Hair falling off 
from their Heads, the Crown of it exulcerates 
and bliſters, and laſtly, their Beards grow thinner 
than ordinary. 8 
This Diſeaſe may in a large meaſure be aſcrib- 
ed to their groſs Feeding, and that on thoſe fat 


Fowls, 
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Fowls, as the Fulmar and the Solan Geeſe; the 
latter of which they keep for the Space of a whole 
Year, without Salt or Pepper to preſerve m_ 4 
theſe they eat roaſted or boiled. 

One of theſe Lepers, being with me'one Day 
at the Fulmar-Rock, importuned me to give him 
a Remedy for his Diſeaſe; I began to chide him 
for his ill Diet in Feeding ſo groſly; but finding 
the poor Fellow ready and implicitely diſpoſed to 
do whatever I ſhould enjoin, I bid him take Ex- 
ample from the Fulmar, who, they ſay, feeds 
ſometimes on Sorrel; this was a very ſurprizing 
Advice to him, but when he conſidered that the 
Fulmar required. Sorrel to qualify the Male, he 
was the ſooner perſuaded that his Giben and Gooſe 
might require the ſame; I adviſed him further, 
to abſtain from the Giben and fat Fowls, which 
was no ſmall Trouble to him, for he loved them 
exceedingly: I obliged him likewiſe to mount 
the Hill Conagor, a Mile in Height, once every 
Morning and Evening, and he was very careful 
to comply with thoſe InjunCtions for the Space of 
three Days; in which ſhort time he made ſome 
Advances towards recovering his almoſt loſt 
Speech and Appetite, for his Throat was pretty 
nearly ſtopped up. He continued this Practice a 
Week longer, by which means he mended con- 
ſiderably; and I left him fully reſolved to proceed 
in this Practice, until he was perfectly reſtored 
to his former State of Health. I had the Occaſion 
to obſerve another of theſe Lepers rave for ſome 
Minutes, and when he was recovered to his right 
Mind, he worked at his ordinary Employment. 

The Inhabitants are Chriftians, and much of the 
Primitive Temper, neither inclined to Enthuſi- 
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aſm nor to Popery. They ſwear not the common 
Oaths that prevail in the World; when they re- 
fuſe or deny to give what is aſked of them, they 
do if with a ſtrong Aſſeyeration, which they ex- 
preſs emphatically enough in their Language to 
this purpoſe, You are no more to have it, than if 
God had forbid it; and thus they expreſs the high- 
eſt Degree of Paſſion. They do not ſo much as 
name the Devil once in their life-times. 

They leave off Working at twelve o clock on 
Saturday, as an ancient Cuſtom delivered down to 
them from their Anceſtors, and go no more to it 
again till Monday Morning. They believe in God | 
the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghoſt; in a future 
State of Happineſs and Miſery, and that all Events, 
whether good or bad, are predetermined by God 
They uſe a ſet Form of Prayer at the- hoiding of of 
their Sails: They lie down — Night, riſe again in 
the Morning, and begin their — Aways in 
the Name of God. They have a Notion, that 
Spirits are embodied, and — them to be locally 
in Rocks, Hills, or — they liſt, in an 
Inſtant. 

Here are three Cha pels, each of them built with 
one End towards the Eaſt the other towards the - 
Welt, the Altar always placed at the Eaſt end; an | 
firſt of theſe is called Ghrif Chapel, nearthe Village 
it is covered and thatched after the manner of their 
Houſes; there is a Brazen Crucifix lies upon the 
Altar, not exceeding a Foot in length ; the Body 
is compleatly done, diſtended, and — a Crown 
on, all in the Crucified Poſture; they have it in 
great Reverence, though they pay no. kind of 
Adoration or Worſhip to it, nor do they _— 

andle 
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handle or ſee it, except upon the Occaſions of 
Marriage, and ſwearing deciſive Oaths, which puts 
an end to all Strife, and both theſe Ceremonies are 
are publickly performed. The Church-yard is 
about an hundred Paces in Circumference, fenced 
in with a little Stone Wall; within which they 
bury their Dead; and take care to keep it perfect- 
ly neat, void of any kind of Naſtineſs, nor ſuffer 
their Cattel to have any acceſs to it. The Inha- 
bitants, Voung and Old, come to the Church- 
yard every Sunday Morning, the Chappel not be- 
ing capacious enough to receive them; here they 
devoutly ſay the Lord's Prayer, Creed, and Ten 
Commandments. / 
They obſerve the Feſtivals of Chriſtmas, Eaſter, 
Good-Friday, St. Columba's Day, and that of All 
Saints; upon this they have an Anniverſary Ca- 
valcade, the Number of their Horſes not exceed- 
ing eighteen; theſe they mount by turns, having 
neither Saddle nor indeed a Bridle of any kind, 
except a Rope, which manages the Horſe only 
on one fide; they ride from the Shoar to the 
Houſe, and when each Man has performed his 
Tour, the Show is at an end. They are very 
charitable to their Poor, of whom there are not at 
preſent above Three, and Theſe carefully provided 
for, by this little Commonwealth; each particu- 
lar Family contributing according to their Ability 
for their Neceſſities; their Condition is enquired 
into Weekly, or Monthly, as their Occaſions 
ſerve; ,but more eſpecially at the time of their 
Feſtivals, they ſlay ſome Sheep on purpoſe. to 
diſtribute among the Poor, with Bread propor- 
tionable; they are very charitable likewiſe to 
— Strangers 
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Strangers in Diſtreſs; this they had Opportunity 
to . Gr to a Company of French Men and Sp. 
niard who loſt their Ship at Roko/ in the Yeat 
1686, and came in, in a Pinnace to Sr. Kilda, 
where they were plentifully ſupplied with Barley- 
Both Seamen and Inhabitants were Barbarians ond 
to another, the Inhabitants ſpeaking only the 11/6 
Tongue, to which the Frenchand Spaniards were 
altogether Strangers. Upon their Landing they 
pointed to the Weſt naming Rofol to the Inhabit- 
ants, and after that; they pointed downward with 
their Finger, | ſignifying the finking and periſh- 
ing of their V eff ; they ſhewed them Rokol in 
the Sea Map; far Weſt off St. Kilda. This, and 
much more, the Maſters of theſe Ships told to a 
Prieſt in the next Iſland who underſtood French. 
The Inhabitants acquainted me that the Pinnace 
which carried the Seamen from Rokol was ſo very 
low, that the Crew added a Foot height of Can- 
vaſs round it all, and began to work at it upon 
S Sunday; at which the Inhabitants were aſtoniſhed, 
and being highly diſſatisfied, plucked the Hatch- 

| ets and other Inſtruments out of their Hands, and 
did not reſtore them till Monday Morning 
The Inhabitants had Oecaſion to- ſhew great 
Kindneſs to a Boat's Crew that was driven from 
the oppoſite Iſle 8. W. whither they themſelves 
were driven afterwards, and where they were treat- 
ed with no leſs Civility and Kindneſs than the 
abovementioned had been by them: $6 that it 
may be ſaid of them with great Juſtice} that their 
Charity is as extenſive as the Occaſions of it. 
The ſecond of theſe Chappels bears the Name 
of St. Columba, the third of St. Brianan; —_ 
G i 77 wilt 
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built after the manner of Chri/?'s Chappel; having 
Church-yards belonging to them, and are 2 
Quarter ß a Mile diſtant from each other. 
They told me of a Ship that dropped Anchor 
in the Mouth of the Bay the preceeding Year, 
— and that the Lowlanders aboard her were not 
| Chriſtians; I enquired if their Interpreter, who 
they ſaid ſpoke bad IViſb, had owned this to be 
a Truth. They anſwered in the Negative; but 
that they knew this by their Practices, and that 
in theſe three Particulars; ; the firſt was the Work» 
ing upon Sunday, carrying ſeveral Boats full of 
Stones aboard for Ballaſt; the ſecond. was the tak+ 
ing away ſome of their Cows without any Return 
for them, except a few 1r;/5 Copper Pieces; and 
the third was, the Attempt made by them to 
raviſh their Women, a Practice altogether un- 
known in St. Kilda, where there has not been 
one Inſtance of Fornication or Adultery for many | 
Ages before this Time. I remember they told 
me, that the Bribe offered for debauching — poor 
* Women, was a Piece of broad Money, than 
which there could be nothing lefs — ng in a 
Place where the Inhabitants make no Diſtinction 
betwixt a Guinea and a Sixpence. 
Their Marriages are celebrated after the fol- 
lowing Manner: When any two of them have 
agreed to take one another for Man and Wife, 
the Officer who preſides over them, ſummons all 
the Inhabitants of both Sexes to Chri/t's Chappel, 
where being aſſembled, he enquires publickly if 
there be any lawful Impediment why theſe Par- 
ties ſhould not be Joined in the Bond of Matri- 
mony? And if there be no Objection to the con- 
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trary, he then enquires of the Parties if they are 
reſolved to live: together in Weal and Woe, Se. 
After their Aſſent, he declares them married 
Perſons, and then deſires them to ratify this their 
ſolemn Promiſe in the Preſence of God and the 
People, in order to which the Crucifix' is tender- 
ed to them, and both put their right Hands upon 
it, as the Ceremony by which they ſwear Fidelity 
one to another during their Life- time. | 

Mr. Campbell, the Miniſter, / married in this 
Manner fifteen Pair of the Inhabitants on the 
ſeventeenth of June, who immediately after their 
their Marriage joined in a Country Dance, with 
a Bagpipe for their Muſic, which pleaſe them 
exceedingly. | 

They baptize in the following Manner: The 
Parent calls in the Officer, or any of his Neigh- 


bours, to baptize his Child, and another to be 


Sponſor; he that performs the Miniſter's Part 
being told what the Child's Name is to be, ſays, 
A. B. I baptize thee to your Father and yotur Mo- 
ther,- in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt; then the Sponſor takes the Child in his 
Arms, as doth his Wife as Godmother, and 


ever after this there is a F riendſhip between the 
Parent and 'the Sponſor, which is eſteemed fo 
ſacred and inviolable, ' that no Accident, how 
crols ſoever, is able to ſet them at variance; and 
it reconciles ſuch as have been at enmity 
formerly. 

This Iſle belongs! in Property to the Lied of⸗ 
Mack Leod, Head of one of the moſt ancient 
Families of Scotland; it is never farmed, but 
moſt commonly beſtowed upon ſome Favourite; 
G 2 | one 
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one of his Friends or Followers, who is called 
Steward of the Iſle. The preſent Steward's Name 
is Alexander Mack-Leog, who pays Yearly to his 
Maſter an Acknowledgement of the various Pro- 
ducts of this Ile. | This Steward viſits St, Kilda 
every Summer, and upon his Arrival he and his 
Retinue have all the Milk in the Ile beſtowed on 
them in a Treat; there is another beſtowed on 


3 them upon St.  Columba's Day, the fifteenth of 


Je ne; 8 we had a ſhare of this ſecond Treat. 
he Steward's Retinue conſiſts of forty, fifty, or 
ſixty Perſons, and among them, perhaps, the 
— meagre in the Pariſh are e thither to 
be recruited with good Chear; but this Retinue 
is now retrenched, as alſo ſome of their ancient 
and unreaſonable Exactions, 

The Steward lives upon the Charge of the In- 
habitants until the time that the So/an Geeſe are 
ready to fly, which the Inhabitants think long 
— the Daily Allowance paid by them is 
very regularly exacted, with Regard to their re- 
ſpective Proportions of Lands and | Rocks, There 
is not a Parcel of Men in the World more ſcru- 
pulouſly nice and punctilious in maintaining their 
Liberties and Properties than theſe are, being moſt 
religiouſly fond of their ancient Laws — Sta- 
tutes; nor will they by any means conſent to 
alter their firſt, though unreaſonable, Conſtitu- 
tions; and we had a pregnant Inſtance of this 
their Genius for preſerving their ancient Cuſtoms; 
they have unchangeably continued their firſt and 
ancient Meaſures, as the Maile, Amir, and Cubit; 
this Maile contains ten Pecks: The Amir, which 


they at preſent make uſe of, is probably the He- 
| kw 
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brew Omer, which contains near two Pecks; the 
Cubit, or in their Language, Lave Keile, i. e. an 
Hand of Wood, is the Diſtance from dhe Elbow 
to the Finger's ends; this they only uſe .in-Mea- 
ſuring their Boats: The Amir, or rather Half 
Amir, as they call it, is compoſed of thin Boards, 
and, as they acknowledge, has been uſed theſe 
fourſcore Years; in which, Tract of time it is con- 
ſiderably fallen ſhort of the Meaſure of which it 
was at firſt, which they themſelves: do not al- 
together deny; the Steward to compenſate this 
Loſs, pretends to a received Cuſtom of adding the 
Hand of him that meaſures the Corn to the Amir 
ſide, holding ſome of the Barley above the due 
Meaſure, which the Inhabitants complain of as 
unreaſonable; the Steward to ſatisfy them, offer- 
ed to refer the Debate to Mr. Campbells Deciſion 
and mine, they themſelves being to propoſe their 
ObjeRions, and two of his Retinue, who were 
well ſkilled in the Cuſtoms of the Place, in the 
time of ſome of the former Stewards, being a 
pointed to anſwer them, and he promiſed that he 
would acquieſce in the Deciſion, though it ſhould 
prove to his Prejudice; but they would not alter 
that Meaſure if Mack-Leod did not expreſly com- 
mand it, being perſwaded that he could not at- 
tempt to do ſo as his and their Anceſtors had had it 
in ſuch Eſteem for ſo many Ages. So great was 
their Concern for this Amir, that they unanimouſ- 
ly determined to ſend the Officer as Envoy, ac- 
cording to the ancient Cuſtom, to repreſent their 
Caſe to Mac-Leod; this was the Reſult of a general 
Council, in which the Maſter of every Family 
has a Vote, fince every Family pays this Officer 


an 
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an Amir” of Barley fer ſais, to maintain his 
Character. N 

This Officer as ſoch is - oblige of adjuſt * 5 
reſpective Proportions of Lands, Graf, and 
Rocks, and — elſe could be claimed by virtue 
of the laſt Tack, or Leaſe, which is never longer 
than for three Years, - condeſcended to by the 
Steward; nay, he is obliged always to diſpute 
with the Steward for what is due to any of them, 
and never to give over until he has obtained his 
Demand, or put the Steward into ſuch a Paſſion; 
that he gives the Officer at leaſt three Strokes with 
his Cudgel upon the Crown of his Head; which 
is the utmoſt that is required of him by their an- 
cient Cuſtoms. I ſaid to the Officer, who gave 

me this Account, what if the Steward ſhould 
give him but one Blow? He anſwered, that the 
Inhabitants would not be ſatisfied if he did not ſo 
far plead as to irritate the Steward to give both a 
ſecond and a third; I had the farther Curioſity to 
enquire of the Steward himſelf if he was wont to 
treat the Officer in this Manner ; who anſwer- 
ed, that it was an ancient Cuſtom, which in his 
ſhort time he had not had Occaſion to practiſe, 
but if he ſhould, he'd not confine himſelf to the 
Number of three Blows, if the Officer ſhould 
prove indiſcreet. 

The Steward beſtows ſome Acres of Land up- 
on the Officer for ſerving him and the Inhabit- 
ants; he gives him likewiſe the Bonnet worn by 
himſelf upon his going out of the Iſland; the 
Steward's Wife leaves with the Officer's Wife 
the Kercher, or Head-dreſs worn by her ſelf, and 

ſhe beſtows likewiſe upon her an Ounce of Indi- 
5 | 30. 
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20. The Steward has a large Cake of Barley pre- 
ſented to him by the Officer at every Meal; and 
it muſt be — ſo large as ſhall be:fafldjent to 
ſatisfy three Men at a time; and by way! of emi- 
nence it is baked in the Form of a Triangle, and 
furrowed twice round; the Officer is likewiſe 
obliged to furniſh the Stevard with Mutton, or 
Beef, to his Dinner Fo —_ during his Rex 
ſidence' in the Iſland! oe fools bo 3H] 8 

\ Notwithſtanding: theſe roxipirocal: Acts of Kind- 
8 this Officer muſt be allowed to go in Quality 
of an Enyoy'to Maci-Lrod againſt tet Steward, 
upon extraordinary Ocoaſions, if the Common- 
wealth have any Grievances to Redreſs, as that of 
the Amir now depending; but the Commiſſion 
given him is limited}; the whole Boat's Crew be- 
ing joined in Commiſſion with him, and are a 
Check upon him, leſt his Dependance upon the 
Steward might be apt to biaſs him. He makes 
his Entry very ſubmiſſtyely, en fol off his Bon- 
net at a great Diſtance when he appears in Mac- 
Leod's Preſence, bowing his Ha and Hand low 
near to the Ground, his Retinue doing the like 
behind him one after mother, making, as it were, 
a Chain; this being their Manner of walking 
both at home and abroad; for they Walk not a- 
breaſt as others do; and in making their Purchaſe 
among the Rocks, one leads the * an the 
reſt foll m. 216 227 
The Number of People inbabiting! this Ie, at 
pr reſent, is about one hundred and eighty, who 
in the Steward's Abſence are governed by one 
Donald Mack-Gill-Colm, as their Meijre, which 


imports an Officer. This Officer was anciently 
choſen 
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choſen, : or at leaſt approved of, by the People, 
before the Steward ſettled. him in his Office, but 
now the Stewards have the Nomination of him 
abſolutely; he is Preſident over them in all their 


| Debates, takes care that the Lots be managed 


impartially, that none to whoſe ſhare they fall 
may have — whether it be for the 
Steward's Service, or that of the Common- wealth. 
The Uſe of the Lots, together with the Crucifix, 
do mightily contribute to their Peace and Quiet, 
keeping every one within his proper Bounds. It 
— needs be a very odd Caſe indeed that falls 
not within the Compaſs of either of theſe two to 


determine. When any Caſe happens which does 


not fall under the Deciſion of Lots, and it is 
capable of being decided only by the Oath of the 
Parties, then the Crucifix muſt determine the 
matter; and if it ſhould prove to be a Cuſe of the 
higheſt Importance, any of them are at liberty to 
refer it to his Neighbour's Oath, without any 
Sufpicion of Perjury, provided the Ceremony of 
touching the Crucifix with. their» right Hand be 
obſerved; and this is always publicly performed. 
If any Man is guilty of beating his Neighbour, 
he is liable to a Fine not exceeding the: Value 
of two Shillings Sterling; if any has beat his 
Neighbour ſo as to draw Blood from him, he is 
liable to a Fine, not exceeding four Shillings and 
Sixpence. Theſe Crimes are complained of by the 
Officer to the Steward upon his Arrival; who ei- 
ther exacts the whole, or diſpenſes with the 
Fines, as he judges convenient for their future 
Quiet and Peace. 5 | d une 
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They have only one common Kiki, which 
ſerves them all by turns, 'as the Lots fall to their 
ſhare; he whoſe Lot happens to be laſt does not 

reſent it at all. 1285 : 
The Officer, by virtue of his Place, is obliged 
through a Point of Honour to be the firſt that 
Lands in the leſſer Iſles and Rocks, from whence 
they carry their Fowls and Eggs, and not without 
ſome Trouble too. This Notion of Honour ex- 
poſes him to frequent Dangers; and, perhaps, it 
may not be unpleaſant to deſcribe it as I have ſeen 
it practiſed; and tis thus: When they come as 


near to the Rock as they think may conſiſt with 


the Safety of the Boat, which is not a little toſſed 
by the raging of the Sea, thoſe, whoſe Turn it is, 
are employed with Poles to keep off the Boat, 
which is in great Danger, in Regard of the Vi- 
olence of the Waves beating upon the Rock, and 
they are to watch the Opportunity of the'calm- 
eſt Wave; upon the firſt Appearance of which 
the Officer jumps out upon the Rock; if there 
be any apparent Danger he ties a Rope about his 
Middle, with one end of it faſtened to the Boat; 
if he has landed ſafe, he then fixes his Feet in a 
ſecure Place, and by the Aſſiſtance of this Rope 
draws up all the Crew to him, except thoſe whoſe 
Turn it is to look after the Boat; but if in jump- 
ing out he falls into the Sea, as his Misfortune is 
ſo to do ſometimes, he is drawn into the Boat 
again by that part of the Rope that is ſo faſtened 
to it, and then the next, whoſe Turn it is, muſt 
try his Luck, the Officer after his Fall being ſup- 
poſed to be ſufficiently fatigued, ſo that he is not 


obliged to adventure his Perſon again to a ſecond 
H Hazard 
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Hazard upon this Occaſion, eſpecially as he is ex- 

ſed to the greateſt Danger that offers upon their 
fo nding when they return back again to the Iſle, 
where the Sea often rages, he being obliged then 
by virtue of his Office to ſtay. in the Boat, after 
the whole Crew are landed, where he muſt con- 


tinue employing his Pole, until the Boat be either 


brought {afe to Land, or ſplit upon the Rocks. 
They furniſh themſelves with, Ropes to carry 
them through the more innacceſſible Rocks; of 
theſe Ropes there are only three in the whole 
Iſland, each of them twenty four Fathoms in 
length; and they are either knit together and 
lengthened by tying the one to the other, or uſed 
ſeparately as Occaſion requires; the chief thing 
upon which the Strength of theſe Ropes depends, 
is Cows Hides falted, and cut out in one long 
pes this they twiſt round'the ordinary Rope of 
emp, which ſecures it from being cut by the 
Rocks; they join ſometimes at the lower end two 
Ropes, one of which they tie about the Middle 


of one Climber, and another about the Middle 


of another, that theſe may aſſiſt one another in 
caſe of a Fall; but the Misfortune i is, that ſome- 
times the one. happens to pull down the: other, 
and ſo both fall into the Sea; but if they elcape, 
as they commonly do of late, they get an incre- 


dible Number of Eggs and Fowls. 


The Ropes belong to the Commonwealth, * 
are not to be uſed without the general Conſent; 
the Lots determine the Time, Place, and Perſons 
for uſing them; they get together in three Days 
a much greater Number of Fowls and Eggs than 
their Boat is able to carry away, and therefore 
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what is over and above they leave behind in their 
Stone-Pyramids: They catch their Fowls with 
Gins made of Horſe- hair, theſe are tied to the 
end of their Fiſhing-rods, with which the Fowl- 
ers creep through the Rocks indiſcernably, put- 
ting the Nooſe over their Heads and about their 
Necks, and ſo draw them inſtantly; they uſe 
likewiſe Hair Gins which they ſet upon plain 
Rocks, both the ends faſtened by a Stone, and 
ſo catch forty or fifty a Day with them. 

The Inhabitants, I muſt tell you, run no ſmall 


danger in queſt of theſe Fowls and Eggs, inſo- 


much that I fear it would be thought an Hyper- 
bole to relate the Inaccefſibleneſs, Steepneſs, and 
Height, of thoſe formidable Rocks which they _ 
venture to climb. I my ſelf have ſeen ſome of 
them climb up the Corner of a Rock with their 
Backs to it, making uſe only of their Heels and 
Elbows, without any other Aſſiſtance ; and they 
have this way acquired a Dexterity in climbing 
beyond any I ever yet ſaw; Neceſſity has made 
them apply themſelves to this, and Cuſtom has 
perfected them in it; ſo that it is become familiar 
to them almoſt from their Cradles, the young Boys 
at three Years' old begin to climb the Walls of 
Houſes: Their frequent Diſcourſes of climbing, 
together with the fatal End of ſeveral in the Exer- 
Ciſe of it, is the ſame to them, as that of fighting 
and killing! is with Soldiers, and is become as fa- 
miliar and leſs formidable to them, than other- 


wiſe certainly it would be. I ſaw two young 


Men, to whoſe ſhare the Lots fell in Tune laſt, 
for taking the Neſt of a Hawk, which was in a 
high Rock above .the Sea, bringing home the 
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Hawks in a few Minutes, without any Aſſiſt- 
ance at all. | | oof vice? 
Their Dogs are likewiſe very dextrous in climb- 
ing and bringing out from their Holes thoſe Fowls 
which build their Neſts far under Ground, ſuch 
as the Scraber, Puffinet,  &c. which they carry 

in their Teeth to their Maſters, letting them fall 
upon the Ground before them, though aſleep. 

The Inhabitants ſpeak the Iriſb Tongue only; 
they expreſs themſelves ſlowly but pertinently, 
and have the ſame Language with thoſe of Har- 
ries and other Iſles, who retain the Viſb in its 
Purity. bt 

Their Habit antiently was of Sheepſkins, which 
has been wore by ſeveral of the Inhabitants now 
living; the Men at this Day wear a ſhort Doublet 
reaching to their Waſte, about that a double Plait 
of Plad, both ends joined together with the 
Bone of a Fulmar; this Plad reaches no further 
than their Knees, and is above the Waiſt girt with 
a Leather Belt; they wear Caps of the fame 
Colour and Shape with the Capucbines, but ſhorter 
and on Sundays they wear Bonnets; ſome.of late 
have got Breeches, they are made wide and open 
at the Knees; they wear Cloth Stockings, and 
go without Shoes in Summer; their Leather is 
dreſſed with the Roots of Tormentil. 

The Women wear upon their Heads a Linnen 
Dreſs, ſtrait before, and drawing to a ſmall point 
behind below the Shoulders, a Foot and an half 
in length, and a Lock of about ſixty Hairs hang- 
ing down each Cheek, to their Breaſts, the lower 
end tied with a Knot; their Plad, which is the 
upper Garment, is faſtened upon their Breaſts 


with 


— 


1 

with a large round Buckle of Braſs in form of a 
Circle; the Buckles antiently worn by the Stew. 
ard's Wives were of Silver, but the preſent Stew- 
ard's Wife makes no uſe of either this Dreſs or 
Buckle. The Women inhabiting this Ille wear 
no Shoes nor Stockings in the Summertime; 
their ordinary and only Shoes are made of che 
Necks of Solan Geeſe, which they cut above the 
Eyes, the Crown of the Head ſerves for the Heel, 
the whole Skin being cut cloſe at the Breaſt, which 
end being ſowed, the Foot enters into it, as into 

iece of narrow Stocking; this Shoe does not 
lat above five Days, and if the downy: Side be 
next the Ground, 5 not above three or four; 
however, there are Plenty of them, ſome thous 
ſands being catched, or, as they term it, Stolen 
every March. 

Both Sexes wear coarſe Flannel Shirts, which 
they put off when they go to Bed; they thicken 
their Cloaths upon Flakes, or Mats of Hay twiſt⸗ 
ed and woven together in ſmall Ropes; they 
work hard at this Employment, firſt making uſe 
of their Hands, and then of their Feet; When 
they are at this Work, they commonly fin g the 
whole time, one of their Number acting the Part 
of a prime Chantreſs, whom all the reſt follow. 

They place the Faces of their Dead towards the 
Faſt when they bury them, bewail their Rela- 
tions exceſſively, and upon theſe Occaſions make 
doleful Songs, which they call Laments. Upon 
the News of the late Mack-Leod's Death, 
abandoned their Houſes, and mourned two Days 
in the Fields. They kill a Cow, or a Sheep, 
d the Interment, unleſs i it be in the Spring, | 

when 
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when this Ceremony is, on account of the Cat- 
tle being at that time poor and lean, deferred 
till they become fat. 

Their ordinary Food is Barley and ſome Oat- 
Bread baked wih Water; they eat all the Fowl, 


already deſcribed, being dried in their Ss 


Houſes,” without any Salt or Spice to preſerve 


them; and all their Beef and Mutton is eat freſh, 


after the fame Manner they uſe the Giben, or Fat 
of their Fowls; this Giben is by daily Experience 
found to be a ſovereign Remedy for the Healing 
of green Wounds; it cured a Cancer in an Inha- 
bitant of the Ifle of Lewis, and a Fiſtula in one 
Nicholſon of Sky, in St. Mary's Pariſh; this was 
performed by John Mack-Lean, Surgeon there: 
They boil the Sea-plants, Daiſe, and Slake, melt- 
ing the Giben upon them inſtead of Butter, and 
upon the Roots of Silver-weed and Dock boiled, 
and alſo with their Scurvy-graſs ſtoved, which is 
very purgative, and is here of an extraordinary 
Breadth. They uſe this Giben with their Fiſh, 
and it is become the common Vehicle that conveys 
all their Food down their Throats. They are 
undone for want of Salt, of which as yet they are 
but little ſenſible; they uſe no Set Times for their 
Meals, but are determined purely by their 
Appetites. 

They uſe only the Aſhes of Sea-ware for Salt- 
ing 3 Cheeks, and the ſhorteſt only, which 
grows in the Rocks, is uſed by them; t at being 
reckoned the mildeſt. 

Their Drink is Water, or Whey, commonly: 
They brew Ale but rarely, uſing the Juice of 


Nettle-roots, which they put in a Diſh with a little 


Bar ley- 


59 ] 
Barley- meal Dough; theſe Sowens, (i. e. Flum- 
mery) being blended together, produce Veſt, 


which puts their Wort into a Ferment and makes 


good Ale, which, when drank car gg, of, 
generally diſpoſes them to dance merrily. 

They preſerve the Solan Geeſe in their Pyra- 
mids for the Space of a Year, ſlitting them down 
the Back, for they have no Salt to keep them 
with. They have built above five hundred of 
theſe Stone Pyramids for their Fowls; Eggs, &c. 

We made particular Enquiry after the Number 
of Solan Geeſe conſumed by each Family in the 
Year before we came there, and it amounted in 
the whole to twenty two thouſand fix hundred, 
which they ſaid was leſs than the ordinary Num- 
ber, a great many being loſt by the Badneſs of the 
Seaſon, and the great Current into which they 


are obliged to be thrown when taken, the Rock 


being of ſo extraordinary an Height, that they 
cannot reach the Boat. 

There is one Boat ſixteen Cubits long, which 
| ſerves the whole Commonwealth; it is very curi- 
ouſly divided into Apartments proportionable to 
their Lands and Rocks; every Individual has his 
Space diſtinguiſhed to a Hair's Breadth, which 
his Neighbour cannot encroach ſo much as to lay 
an Egy upon it. 

Every Partner in Summer provides a tes Turf 
to cover his Space of the Boat, thereby defending 
it from the Violence of the Sun, which (in its 
Meridian Height) reflects moſt vehemently from 
the Sea, and Rock, upon which the Boat lies; 


at the drawing it up, . both Sexes are employed in 
pulling a long Rope at. the Fore-end; they! are 


I determined 


1 
determined in uniting their Strength, by the 
Cryer, who is therefore excepted from his ſhare 
in the Labour. . . 

There is but one Steel and Tinder- box in All 
this Commonwealth; the Owner whereof fails 
not upon every Occaſion to ſtrike Fire in the leſſer 
Iſles, to go there, and exact three Eggs, or one 
of the leſſer Fowls from each Man as a [Reward 
for his Service; this by them is called the Fre- 
Penny, and this Capitation is very uneaſy to them; 
I bid them try their Chryſtall with their Knives, 
which when they ſaw it produced Fire, they were 
not a little aſtoniſhed, and at the ſame time ac- 
cuſing their own Ignorance, conſidering the Quan- 
tity of Chryſtal growing under the Rock of their 
Coaſt, This Diſcovery has delivered them from 
the Fire-Penny Tax, and they-are now no. longer 
liable to it. 5 | 
They have likewiſe a Pot=Penny. Tax, which 
is exacted in the ſame manner as the Fire-Penny 
was, but is much more reaſonable; for the Pot is 
carried to the Inferior Ifles: for the public Uſe, 
and is in hazard of being broken; ſo that the 
Owners may juſtly exact upon this ſcore, ſince 
any may venture his Pot when he pleaſes. 

When they have beſtowed ſome Hours in fowling 
about the Rock, and caught a competent Num- 
ber, they ſit down near the Face of it to refreſh 
themſelves, and in the mean time they ſingle out 
the fatteſt of their Fowls, plucking them bare, 
which they carry home to their Wives, or Sweet- 
hearts, as agreat Preſent, and it is always accept- 
ed very kindly from them, and: could not indeed 
well be otherwiſe, without great Ingratitude, ſee- 


ing 


—B © 5 
ing theſe Men ordinarily expoſe themſelves to grea 


Danger, if not to the Hazard of their Lives, to 


procure thoſe Preſents for them. 


In the Face of the Rock, South fromthe Town, 
is the famous Stone, known by the Name of the 


Mzftreſs-Stone it reſembles à Door exactly, and 


is in the very Front of this Rock, which is 
twenty or thirty Fathom perpendicular in height, 
the Figure of it being diſcernable about the Diſ- 
tance of a Mile: Upon the Lintel of this Door, 
every Batchelor-Wooer is, by an antient Cuſtom, 


obliged in Honour to give a Specimen of his Af 


fection for the Love of his Miſtreſs, and it is thus: 


He is to ſtand on his left Foot, having the one 


Half of it over the Rock, he then draws the right 
Foot towards the left, and in this Poſture bow. 


ing, puts both his Fiſts further out to the right 


Foot; after he has performed this, he has acquir- 
ed no ſmall Reputation, being ever after account- 
ed worthy the Ref Woman in the World: They 
firmly believe this Atchievement is always attend 
ed with the deſired Succeſs. 5 | 
This. being the Cuſtom of the Place, one of 
the Inhabitants very gravely deſired me to let him 
know the time limited by me for trying this Piece 
of Gallantry before I defigned to leave the Place, 
that he might attend me: I told him the Perform- 
ance would have a quite contrary Effect upon me, 


by robbing me both of my Life and Miſtreſs at 


the ſame Moment; but he was of a contrary Opi- 
nion, and inſiſted on the good Fortune attending 
it; but I muſt confeſs all his Arguments were too 

weak ta, make me attenipt the Experiment. 
They take their Meaſures in going to the leſſer 
Iſlands from the Appearance of the Heavens; = 
1 when 


9 : ; * 7 DIM 
1 Ci 6 ] 

2 when it is clear or cloudy 1 in ſuch a Quarter, it is 
5 2 Prognoſtic of Wind or fair Weather; and 
* when the Waves are high on the Eaſt- point of 
IF the Bay, it is an infallible Sign of a Storm, eſpe- 
EN, cially if they appear very White, even though 
15 the Weather be at that time calm. 

16 If the Waves in the Bay make a Noiſe as they 
14 break before their beating upon the Shoar, it is 
My an infallible Forerunner of a W. Wind; if a Black 
N Cloud appears above the South ſide of the Bay, a 
49 s. Wind follows ſome. Hours afterwards,” It is 
4 obſerved of the Sea betwixt St. Kilda and the 
14 Illes Lewis, Harries, &c. that it rages more with 
12 a N. Wind, than when it blows from any other 
14 Quarter. And it is likewiſe obſerved to be lefs 
1 raging with the S. Wind than any other. 

TY They know the Time of the Day by the Mo- 
4 tion of the Sun from one Hill or Rock to another; 
vil upon either of theſe the Sun is obſerved to appear 
F4 at different times; and when the Sun does not 
3 appear, they meaſure the Day by the ebbing and 
. flowing of the Sea, which — can tell exactly, 
HY "though they ſhould not ſee he Shoar for ſome 
5 Days together: Their Knowledge of the Tides 
194 depends upon the Changes of the Moon, which 
4 they are likewiſe very exact in obſerving. 

ky They uſe for their Diverſion ſhort Clubs and 
io Balls of Wood; the Sand is a fair Field for this 
hy Sport and Erereit in which they take great plea- 
{il ſure, and are very nimble at it; they play for Eggs, 
9 Fowl, Hooks, or Tobacco; and ſo eager are 
191 they for Victory, that they ſtrip: themſelves to 
34 their Shirts to obtain it: They uſe ſwimming and 
8 diving, and are very expert in bob. 

3 The 
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The Women have their Aﬀeniblice kita N 


dle of the Village, where they diſcourſe of their - 
Affairs, in the mean time employing their Diſtaff, 


and ſpinning in order to make their Blankets; they 


ſing and jeſt for Diverſion; and in their way un- 


derſtand Poetry, and make Verſes. Both Men 
and Women are very courteous ; as oſten as they 
paſſed by us every Day, they faluted us with: their 
ordinary Compliment of God ſave qu; each of 
them making their reſpective — lt 
Both Sexes have a great Inclination to Novelty; 
and, perhaps, any thing may be thought "new 
with them that is but different from their way 
of managing Land, Cattle, Fowl, Ge. A Parcel 
of them were always attending the Miniſter and 
me, admiring our Habit; | Behaviour, "&c. In a 
word, all we did or faid was wonderful in their 


Eſteem; but above all, Writing was moſt aſtoniſh- 


ing to them; they cannot conceive-how it is poſ- 
ſible for any Mortal to expreſs the Conceptions 

of his Mind in ſuch Black Characters u pon 
White Paper. After they had with Admiration 


argued upon this Subject, I told them, that within 


the Compaſs of two Years or leſs, if they pleaſed, 
they might eaſily be taught to read and write, 
but they were not of the Opinion that either of 
them could be obtained, at leaſt by them, in ir 
an Age. 

The eee in his Embaſſy i in July laſt, e 
led ſo far as to Land on the Continent next to $ 
and it was a long Journey for a Native of Sr. Kilda 
for ſcarce any of the 2 have ever had the 


Opportunity of travelling fo far into the World. 
They obſeryed many wonderful things in the 
Courſe of their Travels; and think Mack-Leed's 
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mpetial Conct, 


and believe the King alone to be Superior to him: 


They ſay his Lady wore ſo ſtrange a Lowland 
Preis, that it was impoſbble for them to defctibe 
it; they admired Glaſs Windows hugely, and a 
Looking-Glaſs to them'was « Prodigy; 1 
amazed when they faw Hangings covering a ws 
Wall of Stone _ Lime, and oondemned it 


8 the Year, Quarter, and Month, 


as oy N Britain. They 1 the ſeveral 
Periods of Time by the Lives of the Proprietors 


and Stewards, of whoſe greateſt Actions they have 


a Tradition, of which they diſcourſe with as great 
Satisfaction, as any Hiſtorian refl on che 
Cæſars, or greateſt Generals in the W 

They account Riding one of — of earths 


ly Grandeurs, and told me with a ſtrange Admi- 
2 that Macl-Lecd travelled not on foot, as 


ſuppoſed all other Men did, and that they 
bal — Horſes which were kept on pur- 
pole for him to ride upon. 

One of their Number, landing in the Ile of 
Harries, enquired who was the — thoſe 
Lands? They told him, that it was Mari Lrod; 
which did not a little raiſe his Opinion of him, 


This Man afterwards, when he was in the Ifle of 


Sky, and had travelled ſome Miles there, one 
Pay ſtanding upon an Eminence, and looking 
round about, fancied he ſaw a great Part of the 
World, and then aſked to whom thoſe Lands be- 
longed ? and when one of the Company had ac- 

quainted him, that Mack-Leod was Maſter of thoſe 
Lande alſo, the St. Kilda Man, lifting up his 


Eyes 


HS. 

Eyes and Hands to Heaven,.. cried out with Ad- 
© miration, O Maghty Prince "who art. Me of 5 
* furt vu Territorres! This he exprefled © em- 1 

8 in the Hiſb Language, that the faying | 
om that time became a Proverb whenever any 
body would expreſs a Greatneſs and Plenitude 
| One of the things they admired moſt, was the | 
Growth of Trees; they thought the Beauty of the 
| Leaves and Branches admirable, and how they 
| grew to fach a height above Plants, was far be- | 
yond their Conception: One of them, much a{- "i 
| toniſhed, told me, that the Trees pulled him 


ED 


" 
4 
— — — — 


back as he travelled through the Woods: And 
they reſolved once to carry ſome few of them on 
ils, bu upon cond Though, th Langth © —(\ 
but upon ſecond Thoughts, the h of | 
the Journey, bring through the greateſt Part of | 
the Iſle of S, deterred them from this under- 
taking, for though they excel others in Strength, F 
they are yet but bad Travellers on foot, being ſo | = 
much unuſed to it, i a ” | 
One of their Number travelling inthe Iſle of y, f 
to the South Part of it, thought thisa prodigious 13 
Journey; and ſeeing in — Continent WO 
the Shire of Droerneſs, divided from Sky only by a 4 
narrow Sea, enquired of the Company, if that fl 
was the Border of England, - | 
One of the &. K:/d2 Men, after he had taken 
a pretty large Doſe of Aqua-Vite, and was be- 
come very heavy with it, as he was falling into 
a Sleep, and fancying it to be his laſt, expreſſed 


FP OD. Hur 
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to his Companions the great Satisfaction he had 
* in meeting with ſuch an eaſy Paſſage _— _ 
; 2 orld; 
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World; For, ſaid he, it is attended 43th no hind 
of Pain. In ſhort, their Opinion of 2 Ob- 


jects is as remote from the ordinary Sentiments 


of other Men as they are themſelves, from all 
foreign Converſe. 1 - l ont 3s 

I muſt not omit co the Ridader, - that 
the Account given of the Sailors Rudeneſs to the 
Inhabitants” has created great Prejudices in them 
againſt Seamen in general; and though I endea- 
voured to bring them into ſome good Opinion of _ 
them, it will not be improper to ſpeak of the 
Terms upon which the Inhabitants are reſolved 
to receive Strangers. They will admit of no Num- 
ber exceeding ten, and they too muſt be unarm- 
ed, or the Inhabitants will oppoſe: them with all 
their Might; but if any Number, not exceeding 
the above, come peaceably, and with good De- 
ſigns, they may expect Water and Fire Gratis, 
and what elſe the Place affords, on the calicſt 
Terms in the World. 

The Inhabitants of S. Kilda, are ev — | 
pier than the generality of Mankind, being al- 
moſt the only People in the World who feel the 
Sweetneſs of true Liberty: What the Condition 
of the People in the Golden Age is feigned by the 
Poets to be, that theirs really is, I mean, in In- 
nocency and Simplicity, Purity, mutual Love and 
cordial Friendſhip, free from ſolicitous Cares, 
and anxious Covetouſneſs; from Envy, Deceit, 
and Diſſimulation; from Ambition and Pride, 
and the Conſequences that attend them. They 


are altogether ignorant of the Vices of Foreigners, 
and governed by the Dictates of Reaſon and 


ns: as it was firit delivered to them by 


I 8 thoſe 


[67] 
© thoſe Heroic Souls whoſe Zeal moved them to un- 
dergo Danger and Trouble to plant Religion here 
in one of the remoteſt Corners of the World. 
| There is this only wanting to make them the 
happieſt People in this habitable Globe, viz. 
That they themſelves do not know how happy 
they are, and how much they are above the Ava- 
rice and Slavery of the reſt of Mankind. Their 
way of living makes them contemn Gold and 
Silver, as below the Dignity of human Nature; 
they live by the Munificence of Heaven, and 
have no Deſigns upon one another, but ſuch as are 
purely ſuggeſted by Juſtice and Benevolence. 
There being about thirty of the Inhabitants 
one Day together in the Iſle Soa, they eſpied a 
Man with a Grey Coat and Plad, in a Shirt, 
floating on the Sea upon his Belly, and faw like- 
wiſe a Mall pecking at his Neck; this Viſion - 
continued above a Quarter of an Hour, and 
diſappeared; but ſhortly after, one of the has 
tators chanced to fall into the Sea, and being 
drowned, reſembled the forewarning Viſion in 
all things, and the Mall was alſo ſeen upon his 
Neck; this was told me by the Steward ſome 
Years before, and afterwards was confirmed to me 
by ſuch as were themſelves Eye-witneſſes of it. 
None of the Inhabitants pretended to the 
Second Sight, except Roderick P Impoſtor, and 
one Woman, and ſhe told her Neig ob bours that 
ſhe ſaw, ſome Weeks before our coming, a Boat 
(different from that of the Steward) with ſome 
Strangers in it, drawing near to their Iſle. 
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An Account of one Roderick, ſup- 


poſed to have had Converſation 
with a Familiar Spirit, aud 
pretending to be ſent by St. 


„ 
- 


John the Baptiſt with new Re. 
velations and Diſcoveries. | 


FTER our landing, the Minifter and 
I, according to our firſt Reſolution, ex- 
amined the Inhabitants apart concerning the new 
pretended Religion delivered to them by their 
falſe Prophet. * | 5 
All of them, Young as well as Old, 


— 


Men and Women, unanimouſly agreed in the 


following Account: They heartily congratulated 
the Minifter's Arrival, and at the fame time de- 
clared their Abhorence of the Impoſtor's Delu- 
ſions, and with repeated Inftances begged for the 
Lord's fake that he might be for ever removed 
out of the Iſle. F 
This Impoſtor is a comely, well-proportioned 


Fellow, red-haired, and — all the In- 


hahitants of St. Kilda in Strength, Climbing, Cc. 
He is illiterate, and under the fame Circumſtances 
with his Companions ; for he had not ſo much as 
the Advantage of ever ſeeing any of the Weſtern 
Ifles; all his Converſation being with the _— 

ard's 


CF 
ard's Retinue onby, wh were as ignorant of Let= 
ted a , | | 1 
In the eigkteenth Year of his Age, he took the wi 
Liberty of going to fiſh on a Sunday (a Practice | 
altogether unknown in Sr. K1Ja) ; and he aſſerts, 
that in his return hottleward, a Man in Lowland 
Drefs, i. e. a Cloak and Hat, appeared to him 
upon the Road; at this unexpected Meeting, Ro- 
derick fell flat on the Ground in great Diſorder; 
the Man deſired. him not to be ſurprized at his 
Preſence, for that he was John the Baptiſt imme- 
diately come from Heaven with good Tidings to 
the Inhabitants of that Place, who had been for 
a long time kept in Ignorance and Error; that he 
had Commiſfion to inſtruct Roderick in the Laws of 
Heaven for the. Edification of bis Neighbours: 
Roderick anſwered, That he was no way qualified 
for ſo great 4 Charge; but the pretended” Baptiſt 
deſired him to be of good Courage, for that he 
would inſtantly make him capable for his Miffioni, 
and then delivered to him the following Scheme, 
in which Roderick ſo mixed the laudable Cuſtoms 
of the Church with his own Diabolical Inven- 
tions, that it became impoſſible for ſo Ignotant 4 
People, to diſtinguiſh, the one from the other. 


he firſt and principal Command he impoſed 


- 


upon them, was that of the Fridays Faſt, which he 
e ſuch Strictneſs, as not to allow one 
of them to taſte any kind of Food befote Night, 
no, not ſo much as a Snuff of Tobacco, which 
they, love extremely; this bare Faſt, without any 
religious Exerciſe attending it, was the firſt Badge 
and Cognizance of his Followers. He perſuaded 
the People; that ſome of their deceaſed Neigh⸗ 
bours were nominated Saints in Heaven, and Ad- 
| K a vocates 
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haye them only make uſe of their crooked Spades 


[70] 
vocates fox. thoſe who ſurvived; he told them, 
every one had his reſpective Advocate; that the 
Anniverſary of every Saint was to be comme- 


morated by every Perſon under whoſe Tutelage 


he was reputed to be. And this is obſerved by 


treating the Neighbours with a 2 Enter- 


tainment of Beef or Mutton, Fowls, - Sc. the 
Impoſtor himſelf being ever the chief Gueſt at 
the Feaſt; from whence a-Share of the Proviſion 
was punctually -ſent to his Wife and Children; 
the Number of Sheep ordinarily conſumed on 
theſe Oceaſions was proportionable to the Abi- 
lity of him that beſtowed them. 


He impoſed likewiſe ſeveral Penances which 


$ 4 


they were obliged to ſubmit to, under pain of 


being expelled from the Society of his Congre- 
gation, which he pretended to be founded upon 


no leſs Authority than that of St. John the Bap- 


tiſt, and threatened to_inflit the ſevereſt Judg-. 
ments upon thoſe who ſhould prove refractory, 
and not obey his Injunctions. ot ; 

The ordinary Penance he impoſed upon them, 
was making them ſtand in cold Water, without 
any Regard to the Seaſon; during his Pleaſure ; 
and if there were more of them upon whom this 


Severity was to be inflicted, they were to pour 
cold Water upon one another's Heads till they had 
ſatisfied his tyrannical Humour. This Diaboli- 


cal Severity was Evidence enough,. that he was 
ſent by him who is the Father of Lies, and was a 
Murtherer from the beginning. SNAG ee 
He commanded that every Family ſhould ſlay 
a Sheep upon the Threſhold of their Doors, but 
a Knife muſt not fo much as touch it; he would 


- 


for 


8 * 


1 
* at 7 2 4 


[ 3. n 
for their Inſtruments to kill them with; for 7 
which, if duly conſidered, there is nothing 1 more 

improper, the Edge death which he commanded 
the Sheep's Neck to be cut being almoſt half an. 

Inch thick. Now this was to be done in the 44 
Evening, and if either Young or Old had taſted _ 
a Bit of the Meat of it that Night, the equivalent 'Y 
Number of Sheep were to be {lain the following _— 
Day, after the former Manner. | 

He forbid the Uſe of the Lord's Prayer, Creed, 
and Ten Commandments, and inſtead of Nom | 
preſcribed diabolical Forms of his own. His 
Prayers and rhapſodical Forms were often blended 
with the Names of God, our. bleſſed Saviour, 
and the immaculate Virgin; he uſed the Triſh 
word Pherſichin, i. e. Verſes, which is not known 
in St. Kilda, nor in the North-Weſt Iſles, ex- 

ept to ſuch as can read the Ji Tongue. But 

t ſeemed moſt remarkable, in his obſcure 

Pra yers, was his mentioning E LI, with the 
Character of our Preſerver. He uſed ſeveral un- 
intelligible Words in his Devotions, of which he 
could not tell the Meaning himſelf; ſaying only, 
that he had received them implicitely from St. 
John the Baptiſt, and delivered them before his 

Hearers without any Explication. | 

He taught the Women a Devout Hymn, which 
he called the Virgin Mary's, as ſent from her; 
this Hymn was never delivered in public, but 
always in a private Houſe, or ſome remote Place 
where no Eye could ſee them but that of Heaven; - 
he perſuaded the innocent Women that it was of 
ſuch Merit and Efficacy, that any one who was 
able to repeat it by heart, would not die in Child- 

K 2 bearing: 


— ꝗ — — — = 


afforded him a fair Opportunity of debauching 


7 


He endeavoured to alter the common way of 
burying, viz. in placing the Faces of the Dead 
to the Eaſt, and would have perſuaded them to 
place them to the South, and that he might pre- 
vail the more with them ſo to do, he ſet the Bodies 
of thoſe of his own Family who happened to die, 
in that Poſition; but the Inhabitants would never 
follow his Example in this, but continued their 
former Practice. 5 

He perſuaded the Women, that if in all things 
they complied with his new Revelation, they 
ſhould be undoubtedly carried to Heaven, and 
that in their Journey thither they were to paſs. 
through the Firmament riding upon White Horſes. 
Theſe and many. more ſuch Whims he impoſed 
upon the People, of which this is a ſhort 
Abſtract. 1 

This unhappy Fellow to conſecrate his Enter- 
prize, pitched upon a little riſing ſpot of Ground, 
which he called John the Baptift's Buſh; upon 
which he faid theſe Oracles were delivered to 
him. This Buſh was from that time forward 
believed to be holy Ground, and muſt not be 
trod upon by any of their Cattle; if by chance 

| one 
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1 73 þ 
one of them happen to touch it, it was forthwith 
to be ſlain and eaten by Roderick and the Owners; 
and if any proved — — and were reſolved 
to ſpare their Cattle, a moſt dreadful Commina- 
tion was iſſued out againſt them, of being thence- 
forward excluded from any further Fellowſhip 

with him, until they ſhould acknowledge their 
Faults, and comply with bis luxurious Deſires, 
which to diſobey he made them believe was 
damnable. It was reckoned meritorious. for any 

body to reveal thoſe who had tranſgreſſed the 
Orders given by him. 
This — th continued for ſeveral Vears, 
without Controul, to delude theſe innocent well- 
meaning People, until at laſt his villanous Defign 
upon the Women was found out, which he in- 
tended to accompliſh under the Maſk of the de- 
vout Hymn he taught them, and was firſt diſ- 
covered by the Officer's Wife, who the Impoſtor 
firſt made a Proſelyte of to his falſe Doctrines, and 
after that would have debauched her from her 
conjugal Fidelity. This Woman was ſo heroi- 
. virtuous, as to communicate his lewd De- "IJ 
ſign to her Huſband, who ordered the Matter fo | 
as to be in a Room hard by at the time he ſup- | 
poſed Roderick would be coming, where he con- 2 | 
tinued till this Letcher. began to careſs his Wife, = 
and then he thought himſelf obliged ſeaſonably to «<q 
appear to her Reſcue, and boldly reproved hs . | 


Impoſtor for his wicked Practices, which were 
fo widely contrary to his Profeſſion, and that up- | 
on the whole it appeared he had no true Miffion. 1 

The Impoſtor was very much ſurprized at this | 
unexpected and fatal Diſappointment, which put a 
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him intò an extream Dibbder inſomuch that he 


| aſked" the Officer's Pardon, acknowledged his 
Crane,” and promiſed never to attempt the like 


again. The Officer continued to upbraid him, 
telling him, he was inſtigat ted by the Devil; that 
Thnloceries and Chaſtity were always the Effects of 
true Religion, and that the contrary Practices 
were countenanced only by falſe Prophets; and 
that now no other Proof was wanting of his be- 
ing a notorious Deceiver: However the Impoſtor's 
great Reputation prevailed with the Officer to 
patch up a Friendſhip, for the Continuance of 
which he condeſcended to be Roderick's Sponſor 
at the Baptiſm of one of his Children; of which 
Ceremony an Account has been given: When 
there is no Opportunity of being Sponſor to each 
other, and it is thought neceſſary to enter into 
Bonds of Friendſhip at Baptiſm, the Inhabitants 
of the Weſtern Iſles ſupply this Ceremony by 
taſting a Drop of each other's Blood. | 
Notwithſtanding the Friendſhip thus patched 


up between the Officer and Roderick, the latter's 


Miſcarriages got air, which adminiſtred Occaſion 
to the moſt thinking among them, to doubt much 
of his Miſſion; his Father, who was reputed a 
very honeſt Man, told him frequently, that he 
was 2 Deceiver, and would come to a fatal End. 

For this Impoſtor once propheſied that one of the 
Inhabitants (whoſe Name I have heard) ſhould 
be killed in a Battle, to be fought in the Iſle of 
Harries, within a limited Space of Time; the un- 
thinking Man relying on this infallible Oracle; 
ventured more deſperately on the Rock than uſual, 


W he could not fall, but it ſo happened 


that 


25 
* he tumbled over and Was drowned, at which 


the Inhabitants were a good deal alarmed; but 


the Impoſtor ſtill continued, in the Exerciſe of 


bis pretended Miſſioů-:t . 


£ 


1 — of the Inhabitants called Muldenichesalith 


* Couſin- German to this Man, had a Ewe 
which brought forth three Lambs at one time; 


which were ſeen feedin gaponthe ſacred Buſh, but 


Lewis refuſed. to comply Mick the Order for killing 


the Sheep, and had ee Boldneſs to aver, that it 


was an 1 Piece of; Worſhip! to deſtroy 
ſo many Cattle, and deprivm the Owners of their 
Property, adding withal; that he never heard any 
ſuch thing practiſed in any of the Weſtern Iſies 
y on a Religious Account. The Impoſtor infiſted 

t the heavenly: Command Was — be obſerved 
by all his Followers, adding the dreadful Threat- 
ning againſt ſuch as — diſobedient; but 
Lewis nevertheleſs. remained obſtinate, chufing 
to be excluded from ſuch Werlbip, rather than 
kill his Sheep. dr Sas 
The ſilly People expected no leſs thas, a ſpeedy 
9 — — to bell this Recuſant, but when no- 
thing enſued upon his Diſobedience, they all be- 
gan to have a leſs Veneration for the Impo ſtor 
chan before; and began to think Within chemlclves; 
that they might as well have ventured to run 
the ſame riſque with Lewis, fon: the Preſervation 
of their, Cattle. _ 

Notwithſtanding = gptorious Wii, che 
Impoſtor continued to maintain his Authority, 
till one Night (for it was always at Night, that 
he kept his Religious Meetings) by a, ſpecial 
Providence, a Boy of the Iſle of Harries, (who 
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76 
had ſtaid with his Father a Year in Sr. Nilda, and 
was employed in mending their Boat) happened 
to go into the Houſe where Roderick was preach< 
ing; the Boy lurked in the dark, and gave his 
Father an account of what he had heard, at leaſt 
ſo far as he could remember; which the Boy's 
Father communicated to the Steward upon his 
Arrival, who being highly concerned at the Re- 
lation given him; carried Roderick along with 
him to the Iſle of Sky before the late Mack-Leod, 
who forbid him from that time forward to preach 
any more, on pain of Death.  - 
This was a ſenſible Mortification, as well as 
Diſappointment to the Impoſtor, who had flat- 
tered himſelf that Mack-Leod' would hear him 
reach, and expected no leſs than to perſuade 
im to become a Proſelyte as he has ſince con- 
feſſet. N FIAT 
This Fellow afferts, that every Night after he 
had aſſembled the People, he heard a Voice 
without, ſaying, Come you out; which when he 
heard, he had no Power to ſtay within; and that 
after his going. forth, Jahn the Baptiſt always 
met him, and inſtructed him what he ſhould fay 
to the People at that particular Meeting. He lays, 
that St. John uſed to repeat the Diſcourſe to him 
only once, which he owns he could ſcarcely re- 
member one Sentence of, and therefore he en- 
quired of the Saint how to behave himſelf in this 
Caſe; that the anſwer was, Go, you have it; which 
the Impoſtor believing, was upon his return able 
to deliver fluently all he had heard, and would 
continue, after his own way, for ſeveral Hours 


177 N 


together, to ch until he had lulled moſt of "oY 


his Hearers to ſleep. 


When the Earthquake before-mentioqad. r Was 3 
over, one of the Inhabitants enquired of him with 


Admiration, how the Rock was made to tremble? 
He anſwered, that it was the Effect of pleaſant 
Muſick played by a devout Saint in a Church 


under Ground: His Neighbour owned his Love 


for Muſick, but heartily wiſhed neyer to hear 
any more of this kind, which carried ſo n 
Terror along with it. 

The Impoſtor owned the Truth of all this = 
count, ft to the Miniſter and me, and then 
publickly after divine Service, in the Preſence of 
all the Inhabitants, and ſuch as were come to. 


that Place from the Iſle of Harries. The Miniſter 


and Congregation jointly prayed for Repenioges 
and Pardon to this poor Wretch, which when 
ended, we carried him and all the Inhabitants to 


the Buſh pretended to be ſacred; he himſelf, | 


leading the Van, ' was commanded to demoliſh 
that Wall which he had ordered to be built round 
the ſaid Buſh (which otherwiſe would in a ſhort 
time have. proved a Purgatory, - to, have robbed 
them of all their Goods) which he and the.Inha- 
bitants did in the Space of an Hour; we made 
them ſcatter the Stones up and down in the Field, 

leſt their Poſterity might ſee ſuch a Monument 


of Folly and Ignorance. We reproved the cre- 


dulous People for complying implicitly with ſuch 
Follies and Deluſions as were delivered to them 
by the Impoſtor; and all of them with one Voice 
anſwered, that what they did was ee ; 

| L but 


R) 


[70] | 
but ſeeing one of their own Number and Stamp 
in all reſpects, endued, as they fancied, with a 
powerful Faculty of preaching fo fluently and 
frequently, and pretending to converſe with Joby” 
the Baptifi, they were induced to believe his 
Miſſion from Heaven, and therefore complied 
with his Commands. without Diſpute, and the 
rather, as he did not attempt to change their 
Laws of Neighbourhood. | | . 
They now regret their wandering, and hope 
that God may pardon their Error, as what they 
did was with a Deſign (though a miſtaken one) 

to ſerve him. | 
They are now overjoyed to find themſelves un- 
deceived, and the Light of the Goſpel reſtored to 
them, as it was at firſt delivered to their An- 
ceſtors by the firſt Chriſtian Monks, who had 
gone thither to inſtruct them. x = 
This Impoſtor is a Poet, and alſo endued with 
that rare Faculty of enjoying the Second Sigbr, 
which makes-it the more probable that he was 
haunted by a familiar Spirit, It hath been ob- 
ſerved of him, before his Impoſture was diſcover- 
ed, that ſo often as he was employed by the 
Steward to go to, or return from, Harries, they 
were always expoſed to the greateſt Dangers by 
violent Storms, being at one time driven fifty 
Leagues to the N. E. and by ſpecial Providence 
were at laſt caſt upon the little Iſle Nona, twenty 
Leagues N. E. of Lewis; the Steward's Wife, 
and all his Crew reflecting upon theſe Dangers 
ſince the Diſcovery of his Impoſture, could never 
be prevailed upon to receive him again into their 
ba Os Boat. 


ny Aw _"youry” ww — 


„ 
Boat: They often intreated Mr. Campbell and 
me not to admit him into our Boat, but we did 
not yield to theſe Fears, for we received! and 
brought him along with us, and afterwards de- 
here him to the Steward's Servants im the Iſle 


of Pabby in Harries, where he remains ſtill im 
Cuſtody im order to his 2 8 
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